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The man known as London's rudest landlord, Soho legend Norman Balon, famed for shocking customers at the Coach and Horses, was 
shocked himself for once when his old regulars sprang a 90th birthday surprise on his return to the Greek Street pub. Mr Balon, pictured 
with his daughter Natasha and current landlord Alastair Choat, responded with characteristic bad language to the stunt SEE PAGE 7 


Boffins link dirty air 
to violent crime rise 


Mayor faces calls to launch new pollution investigation 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

WESTMINSTER’S dirty air could 
be to blame for a surge in vio¬ 
lence - according to scientists. 

Following recent research 
which revealed that pollution can 
increase the risk of dementia, now 
another study suggests that Lon¬ 
don’s toxic air may also be the 
cause of a rise in violent attacks. 

US researchers studying how 
air pollution affects the brain say 
it could contribute to violent crime 
and now leading clean air cam¬ 


paigner Caroline Pidgeon says it 
is “vital” that the Mayor of London 
orders an urgent investigation 
into whether the capital’s filthy 
air, already causing the deaths of 
up to 10,000 a year by worsen¬ 
ing lung and heart condi¬ 
tions, is responsible for the 
rise in violence in the cap¬ 
ital too. 

According to research 
by Evan Hermstadt of Har¬ 
vard University and Erich 

GLA member Caroline Pidgeon 
is calling for action 



Muehlegger of the University of 
California, there’s something in 
the air which could be making peo¬ 
ple turn nasty. 

Comparing more than two 
million crimes reported to 
the Chicago Police Depart¬ 
ment over a 12-year period 
with pollution data, the 
researchers found no cor¬ 
relation between air qual¬ 
ity and property crimes 
such as burglary and rob¬ 
bery. However, violent 
crimes, including 
murder, rape 



and assault, rose 2.2 per cent in ar¬ 
eas of increased air pollution. 

In Westminster and Kensington 
and Chelsea, named by Public 
Health England in December as 
London’s two worst blackspots for 
air pollution, violence is on the in¬ 
crease whereas burglary is not. 

Caroline Pidgeon, the Liberal 
Democrat member of the GLA’s 
General Assembly and a leading 
campaigner on air pollution, said: 
“There is a growing body of evi¬ 
dence which suggests there is a di¬ 
rect connection.” 


FULL STORY, PAGE 5 


More theatre apprenticeships 

LONDON theatres are offering new apprenticeships 
to young people seeking careers in the spotlight. 

The London Theatre Consortium of 14 leading 
theatres has announced plans for a fourth year of 
its apprenticeship programme offering up to a fur¬ 
ther 12 apprenticeships across the group this year. 

In a new development, the LTC will work with the 
National College for the Creative and Cultural In¬ 
dustries to offer the apprenticeship qualifications 
and will pilot a new apprenticeship training hub at 
the Lyric Hammersmith. 

The announcement comes as the consortium 
published a new report on the programme's first 
three years which sets out how an investment of 
£800,000 has created 56 entry-level apprentice¬ 
ships into theatre. 

FULL STORY ON PAGE 17 
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Ross Noble at Richmond - review on page 20 


W E are living in 
a digital age 
where our fri¬ 
ends and fam¬ 
ily are at our 
fingertips 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 
We only need to tap a few buttons 
to pull up the latest headlines, 
check the football scores, watch a 
film or listen to music. 

But there are thousands of 
Londoners who remain discon¬ 
nected from the technological 
revolution. 

While servers, spreadsheets 
and hashtags are now second na¬ 
ture to most of us, many still find 
themselves frozen out of the digi¬ 
tal world. 

“The predominant barrier to 
entry with digital inclusion is 
fear, this idea of being too old to 
learn,” says Jaya Lalwani, who 


heads up TechTalk, a unique pro¬ 
ject run by Citizens Advice Ham¬ 
mersmith and Fulham specially 
designed to get people connected. 

“They think ‘Why do I need to 
learn how to use a computer 
when there are so many young 
people out there who could just 
help me?’. 

“If you have a situation from 
which you can’t extract yourself 
and it’s a recurring problem you 
can solve yourself, you shouldn’t 
have to ask for help for that.” 

TechTalk has only been up and 
running at Avonmore Library 
since March 2015 but it has al¬ 
ready helped around 500 people 
to get online. 

The service is primarily there 
to help jobseekers and the el¬ 
derly, who for various reasons 
have never learned how to use a 
computer. 


But it is available to anyone, of 
any age, living in Hammersmith 
and Fulham. 

Run entirely by volunteers, the 
project is based on personalised 
support starting with a one-to- 
one interview. 

Citizens Advice “digital cham¬ 
pions” then guide people on a tai¬ 
lored programme of training to 
bring their computer skills up to 
speed. 

“Some of our clients don’t have 
email, they don’t have an (email) 
address, they don’t know how it 
works - they don’t even know 
where to start,” says Jaya. 

“It’s kind of a holistic answer 
to lots of problems, a one-stop- 
shop solution for them to come in 
and get some digital support. 

“It makes people very comfort¬ 
able to know that they just have 
to come to one venue to find mul- 


Contacting your council 


KENSINGTON & CHELSEA 


Accessible Transport 

0207361 2390 

accessible.transport@rbkc.gov.uk 
Arts & Leisure 
0207361 3003 
artsandleisure@rbkc.gov.uk 
Benefits 
0207361 3006 
benefits@rbkc.gov.uk 
Council Tax 
0207361 3005 


environmentalhealth@rbkc.gov.uk 
Family Information Services 
0207 361 3302fis@rbkc.gov.uk 
Housing 
0207361 3008 
housing@rbkc.gov.uk 
Land Charges 
0207361 3554 
Libraries 
0207361 3010 
information@rbkc.gov.uk 


Parking - permit 
(renewals) 

0207361 3019 
residentparking@rbkc.gov.uk 
Patient Advice 
& Liaison Service 
0208962 4547 
Planning 
0207361 3012 
planning@rbkc.gov.uk 
Registrars 


coundltax@rbkc.gov.uk 

Electoral Services 

Parking - general enquiries 

0207361 3004 

0207361 4100 

chelsea.registeroffice@rbkc.gov.uk 

Adult Services 

Children's Services 

Housing 

waste and rubbish 

0207361 3444 

parking@rbkc.gov.uk 

Streetline 

020 7641 2500 

0207641 4000 

020 7641 1000 

0207641 2000 

elect@rbkc.gov.uk 

Parking - penalty charges 

020 7361 3001 streetline@rbkc.gov.uk 

Libraries 

Planning 

Births, deaths and mar¬ 

General enquiries 

Education 

0207361 4383 

Social Services 

020 7641 6200 

0207641 6500 

riages 

0207641 7000 

0207361 3009 

parking@rbkc.gov.uk 

0207361 3013 

Benefits 

Council Tax 

0207641 7500 

0207641 6000 

education@rbkc.gov.uk 

Parking - permit (new applications) 

socialservices@rbkc.gov.uk 

08000720042 

0845 3023400 

Elections 

Westminster City Hall 

Environmental Health 

0207361 4381 

Tell Us Once 

Parking 

Licensing 

0207641 7500 

64 Victoria Street 

0207361 3002 

residentparking@rbkc.gov.uk 

0207361 3940 

020 78234567 

0207641 6500 

Household recycling, 

London SW1E6QP 


HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 


Adult social care 
0845 313 3935 
Benefits 
0208753 6681 
Cleaner Greener hotline 
020 8753 1100- 

cleaner.greener@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:d 

eaner.greener@lbhf.gov.uk 

Council tax 

0208753 6681 

Electoral services 

0208753 4466 

electoral.services@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto: 
electoral.services@lbhf.gov.uk 
Environment 
0208753 1081 


Family information 
service 

0208753 2450 

fis@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:fis@lbhf.gov.uk 

Housing 

0845 3133935 

Libraries 

020 7361 3610 

libraries@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:li- 
braries@lbhf.gov.uk 
Parking control 
020 7371 5678 

parking@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:park- 
ing@lbhf.gov.uk 
Parking permits 
0208753 6681 


parkingpermits@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:pa 

rkingpermits@lbhf.gov.uk 

Planning 

02087483020 

planning@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:plan- 
ning@lbhf.gov.uk 
Register Office 
0208753 2140 

registeroffice@lbhf.gov.uk<mailto:reg- 

isteroffice@lbhf.gov.uk 

Report it 

0208753 1100 

Switchboard 

02087483020 


CITY OF WESTMINSTER 


tiple solutions to multiple prob¬ 
lems.” 

Most people don’t want to 
admit that they can’t do some¬ 
thing, explains Jaya. But when 
they are asked the question and 
offered the right support, they are 
extremely determined. 

“They want to know that they 
are going to be supported, that 
they are not going to be left on 
their own in front of a computer 
and three clicks later they are not 
going to know what to do. 

“It’s the idea that someone is 
there that is helpful, that is famil¬ 
iar to them, that makes them 
happy to come and ask you be¬ 
cause they have seen you talk to 
others.” 

Avonmore is the only library 
in the country run entirely by Cit¬ 
izens Advice. 

Jaya says the multi-faceted set¬ 
up enables the library to function 
more as a community centre - 
and the unique prototype is now 
being used as a role model for 
other Citizens Advice centres 
across the UK. 

People may check in just for 
digital support but end up staying 
to take part in one of the many 
other bespoke sessions and events 
at the library. 

“It’s the dedication of our vol¬ 
unteers coming in and being mo¬ 
tivated to help,” says Jaya. 

“Quite a few of our digital 
champions are clients who actu¬ 
ally came in originally with a 
problem of their own. 

“It’s that circle of people com¬ 
ing through the door and saying 
‘We really like what you do here’. 

“It helps with their confidence, 
with their CV development, their 
ability to stand up and speak or 
lead a group session. We’re so 
proud of that.” 




























TUESDAY JANUARY 24 2017 


WESTMINSTER AND CITY NEWS 


LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 3 


‘Go wild’ call to 
scarecrow fans 

THE Royal Horticultural Society 
is calling for pre-schools and 
primary schools from 
Kensington and Chelsea to 
take "a walk on the wild side" 
and design wildlife-themed 
scarecrows for display at the 
RHS Hampton Court Palace 
Flower Show in July. 

The shortlisted schools will 
be asked to build their 
scarecrow designs which will 
be judged by visitors at the 
show. To enter, pupils must be 
in year six or below and must 
be registered with the RHS 
Campaign for School 
Gardening. 

The winners will receive 
£200 worth of gardening 
vouchers, with second and 
third placed schools receiving 
£150 and £50 worth of 
gardening vouchers.The 
deadline for entries is 10 
March 2017. 

"The schools are challenged 
to use plants and recycled 
materials to create their'walk 
on the wild side' inspired 
scarecrows," said a RHS 
spokesman. 

"Children can let their 
imaginations run wild, taking 
inspiration from people, places 
and animals across the UK. 

The wildlife theme will run 
across this year's RHS 
Hampton Court Palace Flower 
Show, raising awareness of the 
urgent need to support 
Britain's declining wildlife." 

To enter and to sign up to 
the RHS Campaign for School 
Gardening, schools should 
visit the website: 
https://schoolgardening.rhs.or 
g.uk/Competitions/Hampton- 
Court-Scarecrows 

Gemma Lake, Deputy Show 
Manager for RHS Hampton 
Court Palace Flower Show, 
said: "The scarecrow 
competition is an incredibly 
popular feature at the show 
and I'm really looking forward 
to seeing the imaginative 
ideas the children come up 
with this year. I love seeing 
the excitement on the 
children's faces when they 
attend the show on Press Day 
and see their hard work on 
display." 

Railway death 
‘not suspicious’ 

A MAN died after he was hit by 
a train at Ravenscourt Park 
station. 

Officers from the British 
Transport Police found the 
man's body on the tracks on 
the evening of Sunday January 
15 . 

A spokesman said the death 
was not being treated as 
suspicious and that a file 
would be prepared for the 
coroner. 

There were severe delays on 
the Piccadilly Line between 
7pm and around 9pm and the 
service was temporarily closed 
between Green Park and 
Acton Town. 

Taskforce to 
protect parks 

TOWN-HALL chiefs have set up 
a new taskforce to safeguard 
Hammersmith and Fulham's 
parks and green spaces. 

The Parks Commission, 
which will comprise residents 
and members of community 
groups as well as councillors, 
held its first meeting last 
week. 

Protecting parks from the 
threat of new developments is 
expected to be a major aspect 
of the commission's brief. 


Council under attack for 
‘bungled’ regeneration plan 



BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

WESTMINSTER City Council is 
under attack for spending almost 
£30 million on Pimlico’s Ebury 
Bridge Estate regeneration plan with¬ 
out a brick being laid 

Questioning from Labour council¬ 
lors has revealed that £29 million has 
been spent on the Ebury Bridge Es¬ 
tate scheme before any building has 
begun. 

Labour councillors have con¬ 
demned the management of the pro¬ 
ject, which is expected to cost more 
than £40 million before work starts, 
as “bungled” and “farcical”. 

A Labour spokesman said: “Resi¬ 
dents in the Ebury Bridge Estate 
have been waiting more than three 
years for better housing after voting 
in favour of renewal plans in 2013 that 
would replace aging buildings, and 
provide 101 additional much-needed 
homes. 

“However, plans are many years 
behind schedule and it now appears 
more than £29 million has been spent 
and a further £14.8 million will be 
spent - totalling £43.8 million - before 
work will even begin.” 

The majority of the money has 
been spent on purchasing properties 


on the estate - but other costs include 
more than £700,000 on architects’ fees 
and Sitex security doors. 

Cllr Jason Williams, Labour mem¬ 
ber for the Churchill Ward, said: 
“Residents will be rightly concerned 
that so much money has been spent 
yet there is still a lack of clarity as to 
the final plans for the estate. There is 
an urgent need for the council to out¬ 
line their proposals and get on with 
providing the homes residents were 
first promised four years ago.” 

Cllr Tim Roca, Labour housing 
spokesman, said: “This is a stagger¬ 


ing sum of money to be spent with 
nothing show for it - not even a final 
plan. In the meantime, it raises even 
more questions about the bungled 
council regeneration programme. 

“The council need to explain why 
at least some of the properties pur¬ 
chased have not been used for tempo¬ 
rary accommodation, instead of 
sending families to outer boroughs 
where they may have no local connec¬ 
tion. 

“They also need to come clean 
about how much rent and council tax 
has been lost since the properties 


were vacated. What is clear is that 
the council’s farcical record on hous¬ 
ing continues.” 

A council spokesman said: “The 
Ebury Bridge redevelopment is part 
of Westminster City Council’s ambi¬ 
tious regeneration plans. 

“The planning application for the 
redevelopment of Ebury Bridge was 
approved in 2014 following a week- 
long ballot and the close involvement 
of residents on the design process. 

“The renewal plans for Ebury 
Bridge will provide high-quality new 
homes and significant improvements 
to existing homes, along with vastly 
improved public spaces, which will 
enhance the character and value of 
the area. The plans will also provide 
residents with improvements to the 
energy efficiency of their homes, en¬ 
hanced community facilities and pro¬ 
vide future job opportunities. 

“We are committed to delivering a 
regeneration scheme across Ebury 
Bridge that honours the promises 
made to residents in the original vote. 

“Preliminary work is in full flow. 
Building and quantity surveyors 
were appointed to carry out the refur¬ 
bishment surveys in September 2016. 

“Residents in Edgson House and 
Wainwright House have begun to be 
rehoused.” 


Olympian’s talk inspires students 


DLD College London welcomed a gold 
medal winner from the Rio Olympics 
to give an inspiring speech on her 
sporting success as well as her pro¬ 
motion of LGBT+. 

Kate Richardson-Walsh, England 
and Team GB hockey captain, spent 
an afternoon engaging with the 
pupils at DLD College London to tell 
them about her life, her Olympic ex¬ 
periences and her views on equality. 

She also shared what challenges 
she faced growing up and what it 
means to be married to an equally 
high-profile woman - team-mate 
Helen Richardson-Walsh. The Atrium 
was filled with admiring pupils from 
DLD and Portland Place School. A 
video showing highlights of Kate’s ca¬ 
reer, including hockey training and 
winning gold at Rio, was played. 

The talk was a great success with 
the pupils engaging and asking more 
questions in the Q&A than with any 
other guest speaker to date. 

Jo Harland, BTEC creative media 
production tutor and leader of DLD 
Pride, said: “Kate Richardson-Walsh 
is such an inspiration, she freely and 
openly speaks of her successes and 
her experiences. I think that there 
are many students with relevant 
questions who do not understand the 
issues facing LGBT+ people, or who 
are ignorant to the lifestyle choices 
others make. 

“Kate Richardson-Walsh was able 
to help dispel some myths and show 
that a lesbian relationship is like any 
other, based on love and mutual re¬ 
spect. Both Kate and Helen’s amazing 
achievements show that with dedica¬ 
tion and ambition, everyone can suc¬ 
ceed. It was heartwarming to see the 
admiration and respect shown by the 
students at DLD towards this hard¬ 
working, strong female role model.” 



The DLD students meet Olympic champion Kate Richardson-Walsh, who brought along the medal she won in Rio 

















4 LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 


WESTMIN STE R N EWS AN D VIE WS 


TUESDAY JANUARY 24 2017 


Mayor is slammed for 
slashing Met jobs fund 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

AS the mayor of London 
loudly protests against govern¬ 
ment cuts in police funding 
which would make it “increas¬ 
ingly difficult to keep London¬ 
ers safe from terror threats”, he 
has been attacked at City Hall 
for slashing almost £40 million 
from the Met’s jobs fund. 

Sadiq Khan has been ac¬ 
cused of practising smoke and 
mirrors populism by General 
Assembly member Gareth 
Bacon, who has decried a 
move by the mayor to cut 
£730,000 a week from the 
Met’s recruitment budget. 

Conservative member Mr 
Bacon claims that the mayor’s 
cutback will mean the loss of 
1,000 officers. 

In a furious attack on the 
Labour chief of the city, Mr 
Bacon said: “Even for a mayor 
who has rowed back on almost 
all of his major pre-election 
pledges, this is an astonishing 
development. Just weeks ago 
Sadiq Khan announced he was 
raising council tax in order to 
maintain a target of 32,000 po¬ 
lice officers in London. 

“Now he’s confirmed he is 



Mayor Sadiq Khan 


removing £38 million from the 
Met’s police officer staffing 
budget, meaning it cannot afford 
to recruit any more than the cur¬ 
rent level of 31,000 officers. 

“Does Sadiq Khan think he 
can just promise whatever 
seems popular at the time with¬ 
out having to deliver it? 

“This kind of smoke and mir¬ 
rors politics seriously under¬ 
mines the office of the mayor 


and could badly damage public 
confidence in London’s elected 
officials.” 

Meanwhile, Mr Khan has 
warned that “it would become 
increasingly difficult to keep 
Londoners safe from growing 
security threats” if the govern¬ 
ment continues to underfund the 
Met, or makes further cuts in 
funding. 

“Over the coming weeks, 
Sadiq will be calling on minis¬ 
ters to listen to the very serious 
concerns about Londoners’ 
safety ahead of a government 
decision on funding,” said the 
mayor’s spokesman. 

“As the government prepares 
to change the way the policing 
budget is divided between 
forces across the country there 
is a real, and potentially devas¬ 
tating, risk that the Met could 
lose millions from its budget.” 

City Hall says that the last 
time the police funding formula 
was considered by the 
Home Office, in autumn 2015, 
the Met stood to lose between 
£184 million and £700 million 
from its yearly budget. Minis¬ 
ters are expected to make a de¬ 
cision about whether to proceed 
in March. 


“Keeping Londoners safe is the 
mayor’s highest priority, and fol¬ 
lowing the horrific terrorist at¬ 
tacks in Berlin and Istanbul, it is 
more important than ever that the 
Met has the resources it needs to 
protect us,” said the mayor’s 
spokesman. 

“Already, the Met is having to 
find £1 billion of savings as a re¬ 
sult of systematic government 
cuts since 2010. 

“So far, this has led to the loss 
of 2,800 police staff, including 
hundreds of police community 
support officers, and the closure 
of dozens of police stations - and 
the mayor has asked the Met to go 
even further in terms of restruc¬ 
turing and reducing back-office 
costs to make efficiency savings. 

“In addition, Sadiq has made 
the very difficult decision to raise 
council tax from April by an av¬ 
erage of 8p a week per household 
to keep officer numbers as high as 
possible.” 

Last week the mayor warned 
that even with this extra funding, 
“the Met faces an extremely chal¬ 
lenging financial situation, and if 
further cuts are made then a fall 
in police officer numbers will be 
inevitable”. 

Mr Khan said: “Keeping Lon¬ 
doners safe is my first priority as 
mayor. That means keeping po¬ 
lice officer numbers as high as 
possible, especially in the wake of 
recent horrific attacks in Berlin 
and Istanbul. 

“But in the face of continued 
pressures on the police budget, 
exacerbated and deepened by 
central government, this is be¬ 
coming increasingly difficult. 

“This year, I have done every¬ 
thing I can to protect police offi¬ 
cer numbers - including making 
the very difficult decision to raise 
council tax. 

“But if the government sub¬ 
jects London’s police service to 
any further cuts, it will become 
near impossible to maintain the 
number of police on our streets. 

“My message to the govern¬ 
ment today is clear: Londoners’ 
safety will be put at risk if police 
funding is cut any further, and 
ministers must listen to our con¬ 
cerns.” 

The mayor’s spokesman said 
one of the main causes of under- 
funding is the government’s re¬ 
fusal to fully fund activity 
undertaken because of London’s 
position as a major global capital 
and the seat of government, such 
as diplomatic protection, and 
policing major events such as 
protests, concerts and football 
matches. 

“This costs some £346 million 
a year but London currently re¬ 
ceives funding from government 
for barely half of this,” he said. 

“The Met also has less money 
because the previous mayor, 
Boris Johnson, cut the police 
council-tax precept last year - the 
same year as the mayoral elec¬ 
tion - against the advice of his 
own government.” 
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Writing for you every week, 

London's most outspoken 
entrepreneur 

Charlie 
pipes up! 

Taking advantage of 
new technology is 
firms’ key to succeess 



F inding ways to 
make a work¬ 
force more pro¬ 
ductive can oft¬ 
en see en¬ 
trepreneurs 
walk the fine line between 
business success and failure. 
Taking advantage of technol¬ 
ogy is just one way to swing 
the result in their favour. 

The UK economy has 
wrestled with the so-called 
productivity puzzle for 
years, often finding it a co¬ 
nundrum that even the 
greatest-ever panel of Count¬ 
down contestants and Carol 
Vorderman would fail to 
solve. 

And particularly now, 
when in the future UK busi¬ 
ness will have to fight even 
harder for a place at the 
table, firms have to think 
smarter about how they can 
not only remain competitive 
but more productive. 

Labour productivity, mea¬ 
ning what we produce for 
the amount of work it takes 
to do it, is the key factor is 
ensuring businesses succeed 
in increasingly challenging 
markets. 

In common-sense terms, 
there are two ways to be 
more productive by making 
more things or selling more 
services. 

First is working more 
hours. With some of the 
longest working hours in 
Europe, it’ll be tough to 
squeeze any more minutes 
out of a day. That said, as a 
nation, because unemploy¬ 
ment is low, collectively we 
are working more hours 
than previously. But it’s not 
really the answer. 

The second option, and 
the more practical, is to 
work smarter. That means 
we can create more and do 
more with the same amount 
of effort. 

There are a number of 
ways to do this, one of which 
is through the use of tech¬ 
nology. As a plumber work¬ 
ing in one of the world’s 
oldest industries, I’m not 
what’s known as an early 
adopter. My Nokia mobile 
phone is testament to that 
but at least its battery lasts 
me a lot more than four 
hours. However, when it 
comes to business tech, I’d 
like to think I know my apps 
from my apples. 

During the last recession, 


for example, we increased 
our focus on productivity by 
investing in advanced vehi¬ 
cle-tracking systems to en¬ 
sure we can always get the 
closest and most appropriate 
engineers to jobs. It made a 
huge difference to our pro¬ 
ductivity. 

And it appears technol¬ 
ogy’s next weapon of choice 
in the war on low productiv¬ 
ity is wearable tech. A firm 
called Humanyze has come 
up with a credit-card-sized 
bit of kit that can monitor 
staff 24 hours a day. 

Some have laughed it off 
as bit of a joke - but trust 
me, electronic monitoring of 
workers is on its way to UK 
businesses and, in fact, it’s 
here now. 

The badges, worn on a 
lanyard, recording fitness, 
productivity and stress lev¬ 
els, are apparently being tri¬ 
alled in the UK at Deloitte, 
parts of the NHS and a bank. 

People can whinge on 
about privacy and intrusion 
all they like - but when their 
choices are to use the tech 
and avoid being on a plane 
with a pilot suffering a heart 
attack on landing, or run 
over by a bus, whose driver 
has fallen asleep, maybe 
they’ll change their minds. 

Similar things used to be 
said about CCTV, pagers and 
mobile phones, and now 
look at how things have 
turned out. So yes, I think 
this stuff is a good idea, and 
I’m 100 per cent confident 
that it will be common place 
in less than three years, and 
three cheers for that I say. 

I don’t want to know 
things only a person’s GP 
should know about but I do 
want to know if people are 
dragging the chain, and I 
also want to know if they are 
in some way struggling and 
if there’s anything that I can 
do to improve things for 
them. 

The world has come a long 
way since the days of the 
Roman empire built on slav¬ 
ery or the workhouse-men¬ 
tality of Victorian Britain. 
And this isn’t a draconian 
big business, Big Brother 
thing; this is businesses 
doing right by workers and 
vice versa to ensure we can 
deliver the levels of produc¬ 
tivity required to deliver the 
success our efforts deserve. 


Views expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those of this newspaper 
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West London 
Clinical Commissioning Group 


Your Health 


A public event for 
residents of Kensington 
and Chelsea and Queen's 
Park and Paddington 


Your Care 



Commissioning Group (CCG) is 
holding an event in partnership 
with the Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea. 

When: 

Tuesday, 31 January 2017 
from 6pm to 8.30pm 


• Open-plan stalls 

• Health and social care experts 
giving advice 

• Talks from NHS and 
social care leaders 

• A lively Q and A panel 


Where: To RSVP visit: 

Small Hall, Kensington Conference www.improvingcareforlocalresidents.eventbnte.co.uk, 
and Events Centre, Hornton Street, email your name to communications@nw.london.nhs.uk, 
Kensington. London, W8 7NX or call 020 3350 4224. 
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New action group insists: fight to 
stop Heathrow expansion goes on 


BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

FURIOUS campaigners in Hammer¬ 
smith and Fulham have vowed to lead 
the fight against Heathrow expansion 
as protestors prepare to challenge min¬ 
isters over their decision to give the 
go-ahead to a controversial third run¬ 
way. 

A new pressure group, called 
h&fnothirdrunway, will meet for the 
first time next week in a bid to rally 
support against the plan. 

The Government announced in the 
autumn that it was backing the cre¬ 
ation of an extra runway at the UK’s 
largest airport, despite major concerns 
over noise pollution. 

New flight paths created by the ad¬ 
ditional runway are likely to pass di¬ 
rectly over Hammersmith and 
Shepherd’s Bush - a prospect which 
has angered many residents. 

Campaigners are now beginning a 
new chapter in their bid to block the 
runway and are appealing for mem¬ 
bers of the public to show their sup¬ 
port. 

Christina Smyth, who headed Ham¬ 
mersmith and Fulham council’s air¬ 
ports commission in 2015, founded the 
new group with fellow campaigner 
Victoria Timberlake last year. 

She said: “The campaign against a 
third runway continues and we really 
want to get as much local support as 
possible.” 

John Stewart, the chairman of the 
airports campaign organisation 
Hacan, will speak at the group’s first 
meeting in Hammersmith on Monday 
(January 30). 

And organisers hope dozens of resi¬ 
dents who fear the impact of a third 
runway on their day-to-day lives will 
turn up to voice their concerns. 

“We are really lucky to have John 
Stewart as our guest speaker,” Ms 
Smyth added. “He has expert knowl¬ 
edge after campaigning for many years 
to protect the rights of residents living 
under Heathrow’s flight paths. 

“Anyone is welcome to come along, 



Protestors from Hammersmith and Fulham campaigning against Heathrow expansion in the Prime Minister's 
Maidenhead constituency last year Picture: h&fnothirdrunway 



whether they are members or not. It is 
time to get involved.” 

A number of environmental organi¬ 
sations, pressure groups and local 
councils have threatened legal action 
in the wake of the Government’s com¬ 
mitment to Heathrow expansion in Oc¬ 
tober. 

It came after the Howard Davies 
Commission recommended the option 
to ministers in 2015. 

Hammersmith and Fulham’s own 
airports commission concluded two 
years ago that Heathrow expansion 
would have a severe detrimental im¬ 
pact on quality of life for people living 
in the borough. 

The first meeting of h&fnothirdrun¬ 
way will take place at Holy Innocents 
Church in Paddenswick Road, Ham¬ 
mersmith, on Monday, January 30 at 
7.30pm. 


Garage sites 
fit for new 

MORE than 16,000 new homes 
could be built across London on 
land occupied by unused or 
rundown garages owned by 
councils, according to new 
research. 

A study of local authority- 
owned lock-ups in the capital 
revealed 24 councils own a total 
of 53,640-with 41 percent 
empty or in disrepair. 

Demolishing them and 
replacing them with affordable 
one-bedroom flats could go some 
way to solving the London 
housing crisis where the average 
home now costs £475,000. 

The figures were revealed in a 
Freedom of Information request 
by property crowdfunding 
platform Property Partner. 

Researchers worked out that 
the 22,000 empty council-owned 
garages in London covered a total 
of eight million square feet. 

If they were replaced with 
developments made up of 500 
sq/ft flats, it is estimated 16,000 
affordable homes could be built. 

The London Assembly says 
between 49,000 and 80,000 new 
homes are needed each year to 
cope with the projected 
population growth of a million in 
the next ten years. 

Dan Gandesha, CEO of Property 
Partner, said: "This is just a 
snapshot of publicly owned land 
in London which is clearly surplus 
to requirement, underused or 
undeveloped. 

"When we have a crisis in 
affordable housing not just in the 
capital but in the UK, it begs the 
question whether councils in 
Britain should either sell off the 
land for development or build 
new homes themselves. 

"If a significant number of 
council garages, which are part of 
housing estates, are not even 
rented to those who should have 
a right to them - local authority 
tenants - then it could be argued 
that this is a wasted opportunity." 

The worst offending boroughs 
are Ealing, Havering, Brent and 
Enfield, which have respectively 
74 per cent (1,480 empty 
garages), 72 percent (1,469), 71 
per cent (1,234) and 70 per cent 
(2,008) lying idle. 

The most expensive garage was 
in Chelsea, which sold for 
£670,000 in what is believed to be 
a record for a garage in the 
capital. 



Berlin, Colditz & Dresden 

5 days from £499 Flying direct from an airport near 
you, 2,24 April, 1,7 May, 2,18 June, 11,14 September, 
8 & 13 October 2017 

Discover three of erstwhile East Germany’s most 
glorious cities as we take a fascinating peek 
behind the former Iron Curtain. Since the ‘fall of the 
Wall’, Berlin has returned to the world stage as a 
vibrant metropolis. 

Tour highlights 

S A guided tour of Berlin 
y/ Explore the university city of Leipzig 
y/ A guided tour of Colditz 
y/ A guided tour of Baroque Dresden 
V Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced tour manager 
y/ Four nights’ three-star bed and breakfast touring hotel 
accommodation, return flights and transfers 


Call 0330 160 7747 quote SLP 
Visit www.newmarket.travel/slpl7728 


I These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. 

ABTAV7812.AT0L protected 2325. Subject to availability. /?|\ ||ARTA 
Single supplements apply Standard phone charges _ 'w 3wmconfide. 


London Weekly News Group [ N0WmOrK0t 

u% Holidays 



Ravello, Positano 
& the Amalfi Coast 


8 days from £719 Flying direct from an airport near 
you, May to July, September & October 2017 
The colourful charms of some of Southern Italy’s most 
celebrated resorts, discovered, explored and enjoyed. 

Tour highlights 

y/ Seven nights in a Southern Italian resort 
y/ Discover Amalfi and hill-top Ravello 
y/ Catch your breath on the Amalfi Drive 

V Visit Sorrento, above the Bay of Naples 

y/ Wander the startling remains of once-thriving Roman 
city Pompeii 

y/ Enjoy a memorable boat trip to Positano 

y/ Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced tour manager 

V Seven nights’ four-star half-board hotel 
accommodation, return flights and transfers 


Call 0330 160 7747 quote SLP 
Visit www.newmarket.travel/slpl9910 


I These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. 

ABTA V7812. AT0L protected 2325. Subject to availability. /7|\ A RTA 
Single supplements apply Standard phone charges _ 3,„ it hconfide. 


Oops, has anyone 
mislaid their OBE? 


HAS anybody gonged in the 
recent New Year’s Honours 
thrown their medal away al¬ 
ready? 

If so, contact London bin- 
men who found an OBE 
medal in the rubbish. 

The waste clearance com¬ 
pany EnviroWaste found the 
medal during a routine waste 
haul and is appealing to the 
public for any information 
that could help reunite the 
medal with its owner. 

The medal is in a black 
leather presentation box, 
with OBE printed in gold 
print on the lid, and also con¬ 
tains some of the paperwork 
to go with it including a 
“when to wear” guide. 

The company has already 
tried to find the owner on its 
own, and is now appealing to 
the public for any informa¬ 
tion on anyone they know in 
the London area who has lost 
or misplaced an OBE. 

To help with the search, 



The OBE, complete with its 
presentation box, found by 
binmen last week 


EnviroWaste.co.uk has cre¬ 
ated a contact page with im¬ 
ages of the OBE, for members 
of the public who may have 
any information to share: 
http: / /www. enviro waste. co .u 
k/feeds/news/can-you-help- 
us-find-the-rightful-owner-of- 
this-lost-obe.aspx 


Teenager dies 
after assault 

A TEENAGER was killed just yards 
from Wembley Stadium in the 
early hours of Friday morning. 

The victim, believed to be 19, is 
thought to be the first teenager 
murdered in London in 2017. 

He was found collapsed near a 
block of flats in Wembley, north 
London, just a few streets away 
from the national football 
stadium. 

He was treated at the scene, 
near a Novotel Hotel, by 
paramedics at 1.15am but he was 
pronounced dead at the scene. 

Scotland Yard said he had been 
assaulted but further inquiries 
were under way to establish 
exactly how he died. 

A man in his 20s was arrested 
on suspicion of murder and was 
being questioned by police. 

The scene was cordoned off by 
officers as investigations 
continued on Friday. 

A Scotland Yard spokesman 
said: "Police in Brent were called 
to Fulton Road at 01:13hrs on 
Friday, January 20 following 
reports a man had been 
assaulted. Officers and London 
Ambulance Service attended and 
found a man in his late teens 
suffering from assault-related 
injuries. 

"He died at the scene a short 
while later." 






























TUESDAY JANUARY 24 2017 


LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 7 


‘Rudest landlord’, 
90, thaws thanks 
to surprise party 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

“LONDON’S rudest landlord”, 
Soho legend Norman Balon, 
famed for shocking customers at 
the Coach and Horses, was 
shocked himself for once when 
his old regulars sprang a 90th 
birthday surprise on his return 
to the Greek Street pub. 

Mr Balon, notorious for his 
abuse to customers at the bar 
that he ran for 63 years before 
his retirement in 2006, thought 
he was just popping in for a pint 
at his old pub - but he found the 
Coach packed with pals going 
back to the days when his regu¬ 
lars included the Private Eye 
team, artists Francis Bacon, Lu- 
cien Freud and Damien Hirst 
and actors John Hurt and Peter 
O’Toole. 

At first he gave a typically 
grumpy response to the crowd of 
120 who had been invited in se¬ 
cret by landlord Alastair Choat. 


“When Norman first walked 
in and saw everybody he turned 
to his wife Grazia and said ‘F-it, 
someone’s having a private 
party, let’s go somewhere else’,” 
said Mr Choat. 

“She said ‘No, they’re all here 
for you!’ - to which Norman 
characteristically responded ‘F- 
off! They’re all f-ing mad!’.” 

But when the penny dropped 
the once-famously miserable Mr 
Balon thawed. 

“As soon as Norman realised 
the good, the bad and the ugly of 
Soho were there to pay their re¬ 
spects and celebrate with him, 
he was back in his stride as if he 
had never left,” said Mr Choat. 

“But on this occasion Norman 
was very happy and this was ev¬ 
ident in the smiles and laughter 
ringing around the pub. 

“Struan Rogers, the actor and 
Norman’s great friend and chess 
partner, really summed the oc¬ 
casion up and left not a dry eye 
in the house when he said ‘These 


people would not have turned up 
here today if you were not held 
in such high regard. And on be¬ 
half of everyone here, thank you 
very much not for what you 
were but for what you are.’“ 

Following the speeches, in¬ 
cluding from Mr Balon’s daugh¬ 
ter Natasha, the acclaimed car¬ 
toonist Michael Heath presented 
Mr Balon with the latest cartoon 
addition to the pub’s collection, 
Norman’s 90th birthday card. 

“Michael proclaimed Norman 
to be his father figure in his ve¬ 
ry moving speech. By the end 
even Norman had a tear in his 
eye. But that did not put him off 
his traditional style,” said Mr 
Choat. 

“In his acceptance speech he 
said ‘I hated the customers, they 
were a bloody nuisance, every 
one of them.But I am very 
touched about all of this. It’s 
been a fantastic day, a complete 
surprise and don’t forget to pay 
your bill before you go’.” 



Norman Balon at the surprise party to mark his 90th birthday. Top, Mr Balon with 
Michael Heath and Struan Rogers. Above, Mr Balon with his daughter Natasha and 
Coach and Horses'current landlord Alastair Choat 


ADVERTISER'S ANNOUNCEMENT 

Why should I go to a public event 
about health and social care? 


The NHS and your local 
council are holding a joint 
public event for residents of 
Kensington and Chelsea, and 
Queen's Park and Paddington. 
Here's why you should go... 


HEALTH and social care in your local area is 
changing. NHS West London Clinical 
Commissioning Group (CCG) and the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea are holding a 
joint event called Your Health, Your Care to tell you 
about plans to bring health and social care closer 
together - and give you the opportunity to ask 
questions about these plans. 

The doors will open at 6pm for you to browse 
open stalls offering health and social care advice, 
and locally tailored information on how to choose 
the right NHS service for a particular need. 

From 6.30pm, there will be a series of short 
talks from health and social care staff. These talks 
will be followed by a lively Q&A session, where 
residents, patients and carers can ask questions in a 
public setting - and really listen to the answers. 

Dr Fiona Butler, chair of NHS West London CCG, 
said: "We are really looking forward to Your Health, 
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West London 
Clinical Commissioning Group 

Your Care on 31 January. It will be a great 
opportunity for us to hear from patients, carers and 
the public, and an opportunity for them to get 
some detail from us about how we will improve 
services in the CCG area." 

NHS West London CCG has already set out its 
priorities for joining up health and social care in the 
Sustainability and Transformation Plan (STP), which 
was drawn up between eight CCGs and a number 
of local councils. 

This shared North West London STP been 
submitted to NHS England for approval, and it has 
been published in its current form on the CCG 
website. 

The plan is a blueprint for essentially doing five 
things: driving an overall improvement to the 
health and wellbeing of our population; making 
sure the hospital services you use most are safe, 
sustainable, and smartly run; helping people over 


65 stay fit and independent; tackling the roots of 
mental-health problems in our community by 
guaranteeing strong preventive care in the early 
stages of illness; and giving patients with 
long-term illnesses such as asthma or diabetes, and 
their carers, reliable health education from our 
clinical experts to help them live successful, 
dynamic lives. 

Attendees at the event will have the opportunity 
to ask questions about the reasons for these plans, 
how the plans will work in practice, and what 
benefits can be expected as a result. 

Councillor Mary Weale, the Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea's cabinet member for adult 
social care and public health, said:"This is a chance 
for users of these services to put questions to those 
who plan and deliver them." 

Booking is recommended as seating is 
limited. 

• RSVP online: 

improvingcareforlocalresiden ts.even tbrite. co. uk 

• RSVP by email: 

communications@nw.london.nhs.uk 

• RSVP by phone: 

02033504224 

• Or give feedback online using our digital 
engagement tool: 

healthiemwlondon.commonplace.is 
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Time to share 
memories of life 
at prep school 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

FORMER Kensington Prep girls are 
being invited to share their memories 
of school life to celebrate the 20th an¬ 
niversary of the institution’s move to 
Fulham. 

Kensington Prep is compiling a 


school memories book with anec¬ 
dotes, photos and memorabilia to cel¬ 
ebrate the anniversary of the school’s 
move in 1997. 

“The school would love to hear 
memories of former pupils about their 
childhood at Kensington Prep,” said a 
spokesman. 

Former pupils are asked to email 




Now and then - the photograph above, of a current classroom at the school, shows how times have changed 
since the era shown in the picture left 


their memories to alumnae@kenprep. 
gdst.net or write to Memories, Kens¬ 
ington Prep School, 596 Fulham Road, 
London, SW6 5PA. 

Kensington Prep School traces its 
history to Chelsea High School, the 
first school founded by the Girls’ Pub¬ 
lic Day School Company, now the 
Girls’ Day School Trust. 

It opened in January 1873 at Smith 
Street in Chelsea with 20 girls under 
headmistress Miss Porter. 

In 1879 it moved to Cromwell Road 
in Kensington and was renamed Kens¬ 
ington High School. 

The original Chelsea High School 
continued functioning until 1894. 

In 1888 Kensington High moved 
once more, to Lytham House in Kens¬ 


ington - but it was destroyed by a 
bomb in 1941 The school was relo¬ 
cated to Phillimore Gardens as a tem¬ 
porary measure for the duration of 
the Second World War while the man¬ 
agement searched for a better loca¬ 
tion. 

In the end, the senior school was 
closed several years after the war 
ended. The junior school remained 
open and became Kensington Prep. 

The award-winning Kensington 
Prep is now an independent day 
school in Fulham for girls aged four 
to 11 

The school is set in more than an 
acre of grounds with netball and ten¬ 
nis courts and a pond for environmen¬ 
tal studies and has some of the best 


facilities of any prep school in Lon¬ 
don. The school is non-denomina- 
tional. There are 290 girls in classes of 
about 20 girls. 

The school offers traditional values 
combined with innovative teaching 
and is at the forefront of IT. 

It has been awarded the prestigious 
ICT mark for the second time and 
there are iPad tablets and laptops in 
the classroom. There is also an IT 
suite. The school has also just intro¬ 
duced a new digital learning platform 
and parent portal. 

There is a now a large library at the 
heart of the school, a state-of-the-art 
science lab and dedicated specialist 
rooms for art, design technology, 
music and drama. 




NICOLAS PIERRE 

Suite 726, 28 Old Brompton Road, 
South Kensington, SW7 3SS 

TEL: 0207 1181190 


• ASTROLOGY 

• CLAIRVOYANCE 

• OCCULT WORKINGS 

• TAROT 

• MAGNETISM 

(Office hours 9:30a.m. to 10:00p.m.) 

ABSOLUTELY NO PROBLEM TOO GREAT 


With a worldwide network of contacts and clients I have appeared regularly on television, 
radio and in the press throughout the world. From a well known family of clairvoyants 
and with years of experience, I have expertise in a wide variety of areas such as. LOVE 

- MONEY - CAREER - BUSINESS - FAMILY - SPIRITUAL PROTECTION AND GUIDANCE 

- EXAMINATIONS - COMMERCE - VICTIMS OF BAD LUCK/NEGATIVE ENERGIES - No 
matter how hopeless you feel your situation is I can help you. If you would prefer to first 
test my genuine gift, I invite you to take advantage of my amazing offer available exclusively 
through this newspaper, WRITE TO ME NOW AND I WILL PERSONALLY ANALYSE YOUR 
CIRCUMSTANCES AND ANSWER ONE QUESTION ABSOLUTELY FREE OF CHARGE, WITH 
NO OBLIGATION WHATSOEVER! SIMPLY FILL IN THE COUPON BELOW AND SEND A 
STAMPED/ADDRESSED ENVELOPE AND SEE FOR YOURSELF! 

Alternatively, face to face, telephone and further postal readings are also available. 





Fill in the coupon below and return to me with a stamped self addressed envelope £ 
possible for an instant personal reply. 


Your Name_ 

Your Address. 


Your Question_ 

Your Place, Date and if Possible Time of Birth. 


I enclose a stamped & self-addressed envelope. Send first class to Nicolas Pierre, 
Suite 726, 28 Old Brompton Road, South Kensington, SW7 3SS 



Dayanan Chumburidze, 
right, accepts her award 
from special guest 
Baroness Pauline Perry, 
left, and principal 
Rachel Borland 


Winter concert is Lest yet’ 


THE annual winter concert at 
DLD College London proved 
"the best yet", with 20 students 
rewarded for their outstanding 
achievements and a spectacular 
display of talent showcased. 

Parents, teachers, staff and 
students gathered in the atrium 
of the Westminster Bridge- 
based college to enjoy the show 
and to applaud the students for 
their hard work and dedication. 

MC Michael Brett welcomed 
guests and introduced the prize 
winners. An abundance of musi¬ 
cians took to the stage. From pi¬ 


anists and singers to bands and 
the ukulele group, the atrium 
was filled with music and superb 
poetry and prose readings. 

This academic year, the col¬ 
lege also raised money for Crisis 
at Christmas which helps people 
who are sleeping rough. A pre¬ 
sentation was held by the stu¬ 
dent council to demonstrate the 
importance of helping those 
less fortunate and who may not 
have somewhere to live or eat. 

A student who showcased 
her excellent musical talents was 
also presented with an award. 


Dayanan Chumburidze, 16, 
gave a beautiful rendition of 
Warrior's Song by Stephen Heller 
on the piano and captivated the 
audience with her ability. The 
GCSE student then went on to 
collect her certificate for her reg¬ 
ular attendance and contribu¬ 
tion to concerts and events 
including judging the recent 
DLD's Got Talent show. 

College principal Rachel Bor¬ 
land said:"The entertainment 
has been exceptional. Every year 
we say it couldn't get better and 
every year it does." 
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Never done yoga before? 
Come and give it a try. 

Our knowledgeable and 
nurturing teachers will take 
care of your every need. 


We host a variety of 
traditional and heated 
yoga and Pilates classes 
in Shepherd's Bush. 



i 





Lots of different pricing options 

New Student Special - unlimited classes 
for 10 consecutive days for £25 

Valentine's offer 14th - 16th February - 
bring your loved one for free to any class 


88 Goldhawk Road, Shepherd’s Bush W12 8HD 

Tel: 020 8746 7191 
Email: info@theflyingyogi.co.uk 
website: www.theflyingyogi.co.uk 



FulhamBackCare 

Chelsea and Fulham Chiropractic Clinic 


DO YOU SUFFER FROM BACK, 
NECK OR JOINT PAIN?? 

We have helped endless patients manage 
and beat pain, if you suffer from head, neck, 
back, knee or nerve pain or just general lack 
of energy then contact us today! 

To restore function is to restore health 
and this is what we do. 


For more info please visit our website 



1 Parsons Green Lane, Fulham, SW6 4HP, 

Tel: 020 7731 3737 

Email: info@fulhambackcare.co.uk, 
Website: www.fulhambackcare.co.uk 


Advertisement feature 


Make 2017 memorable 



IT’S the time of year when 
New Year’s resolutions tend 
to turn from hopeful dreams 
to forgotten memories. 

But if you’re looking for 
the perfect way to beat the 
January blues, there’s no 
shortage of exciting health, 
fitness and beauty experi¬ 
ences to keep your personal 
goals for 2017 bang on track. 

Still struggling to shift the 
extra pounds put on over the 
Christmas break? Nursing a 
holiday hangover and feeling 
underwhelmed by the cold, 
wet weather? Or even finding 
it tough to get inspired dur¬ 
ing the miserable month of 
January? 

Then now’s the time to put 
the wheels in motion for a 
new you in 2017. 

At the start of each year we 
often make resolutions to 
find a new job, spend more 
time with our friends and 
family or get back in the 
dating game. 

But by far the most popular 
promise we make to our¬ 


selves when the New Year 
comes around is to focus on 
our health and fitness. 

It’s not just joining the gym 
or going for a run that can 
help to make us feel better at 
this time of year, though. 

Simply being good to our¬ 
selves - trying out a new 
hairstyle, enjoying a spa day, 
having a massage or relaxing 
the mind through yoga - can 


have a huge impact on our 
overall wellbeing and help to 
keep us focused on those 
all-important targets for 
2017. 

By finding the right fit for 
you, there’s no reason why 
your New Year’s resolution 
has to be a struggle at all - 
and it could just give you the 
boost you need to make 2017 a 
year to remember. 


An intuitive life coach 


I AM an intuitive life coach and clairvoyant reader with 
more than 17 years’ experience. 

I want people to gain clarity and understanding of 
their present so that they are able to move forward 
empowered and to create the future that they 
desire. I have performed at the Oxford University Ball 
for the RAF and Media Com to name a few on a repeat 
basis and I regularly travel internationally to 
accommodate overseas clients. 

My services include tarot, face-to-face, phone 
readings, chakras, grounding and cleansing. 

I am available for all events - corporate, private, 
weddings, balls, birthdays, stag and hen nights and 
more. For more information please visit 
www.delialewis.com call: 07708 242 494 or email 
delialewis84@gmail.com. 


^ifi 

International Psychic 
2017 will be your Year 
Happiness, love & luck is here 

• Private/phone readings 

• All events •Corporate 

• Weddings • Birthdays 

• And more 

For more info visit www.delialewis.com 

For bookings call: 07708 242 494 

or Email: delialewis84@gmail.com 



BO’S NHB 


BO’S Natural Healing & Beauty Ltd 

Member ofACMP 

Approved for private health insurance 


Remove any pain from the body anywhere 

book in for FREE consultation and pulse 
check to prevent future problems 


• Acupuncture • Massage 
• Chinese Herbal Medicine 
• Cupping •Anti-ageing 

9 Barons Court, 

West Kensington, London 
WI4 9DP 
020 7381 9222 
020 7993 6428 

www.bosnhb.co.uk 



Qualified Personal Trainer 
Qualified Pilates Teacher 
One to one sessions 
Group classes 

For more enquiries or to book a session 
please contact Sophie on: 

07512 082 905 

www.holisticphoenixlt.com 


KEITH EALEY 


DHypPsych(UK), MHA, SQHP, MEITS 


Consulting in HYPNOTHERAPY 

& PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Do YOU have a fear or phobia' 



Phobias are often due to the fear of a situation that 
occurred sometime in the past being linked to something 
that might happen in the future. The result is that the mind 
triggers a mechanism that makes the body overreact to 
that situation whenever it, or even the thought of it, recurs. 
A phobic trigger can affect a person’s ability to do things 
that most other people see as no problem. Phobic triggers, 
or very stressful situations, can be a precurser to anxiety 
or panic attacks. A full on attack can bring on symptoms 
such as dizziness, fainting, lightheadedness, heart palpitations, 
fast breathing, tensing up, sweaty palms or feet, racing 
pulse, trembling, nausea or the urge to defecate. 


10% discount on first appointment. Quote code (lwni 17) 
Weight loss? Quit smoking? I can help! 
Hypnotherapy helps by dissociating the connection. 


The ‘Fast Phobia Technique’ can change YOU! 


Enquiries to Keith Ealey at Neals Yard Remedies, Covent Garden 
020 7379 7662 www.nealsyardremedies.com 



Newly Refurbished 

GET 


YOUR 


EYES 


TESTED 

TODAY 



Free month supply of contact lenses 
available (See in store for details) 

(Subject to offer only applies to new contact lens patients) 


I l M Mi Um+m I'iUr Im< »4 

IIJIVT P»V4*lt 




Maintain your Beauty. VOS it on Duty! 

• Hair * Manicure • Pedicure * Waxing 
• Facial • M a stage • Eyelash Extensions ^ 



www.vosbeautysalon.co.uk 
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Notting Hill Carnival's 
future ‘in mayor’s hands’ 



based location. Very few other 
events in London are comparable 
to the carnival in this respect,” 
says the report. 

“For too long we have repeated 
the debate about what might need 
to change about the carnival, 
with little action taken. It is be¬ 
coming more and more apparent 
that the status quo is not an op¬ 
tion. The mayor and the Mayor’s 
Office for Policing and Crime are 
well placed to help carnival or¬ 
ganisers get a grip on public 
safety at the carnival: there is 
proven success with enhancing 
public safety at events such as 
the New Year fireworks.” 

Limiting the numbers of peo¬ 
ple permitted to attend the car¬ 
nival is an option that was floated 
to the Assembly committee by 
the Met - but this has been op¬ 
posed as impractical by members 
of the Labour group of Kensing¬ 
ton and Chelsea councillors, one 
of the many bodies involved in 
the carnival whose squabbling 
over the festival has now led to 
the intervention of London’s lead 
authority, the GLA. 

“Even if you could somehow 
cordon off the large carnival 
boundary, ticketing would be a 
step towards making the carnival 
a commercial event, for which 
the Carnival Trust would have to 
pay full policing costs, and there 
seems no prospect of that possi¬ 
bility for the foreseeable future,” 
said the Labour group. “Since 
this would effectively be the end 
of the carnival as we know it to¬ 
day and very probably finally di¬ 
vorce it from its roots of the Afro- 
Caribbean community’s reaction 
to the 1958 race riots, we believe 
this cannot be considered”. 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 


THE future of the Notting Hill 
Carnival is now solely in the 
hands of just one man - Sadiq 
Khan. 

That is the clear message of the 
in-depth and exhaustive report 
on Europe’s biggest street festival 
published by the London Assem¬ 
bly, which states that now the 
mayor of London should “get a 
grip” on the carnival which Kens¬ 
ington and Chelsea councillors, 
Westminster Council, the organ¬ 
ising trust, the Met, the local MP 
and residents have all failed to 
control properly. 

The Assembly’s in¬ 
part damning report, 

Notting Hill Carnival - 
Safer And Better, reveals 
that the festival which 
attracts more than one 
million people has be¬ 
come far too big an event 
for it to remain any 
longer in the demonstra¬ 
bly incapable hands of lo¬ 
cal authorities and or¬ 
ganisers. 

The carnival, which 
for 50 years has been 
lauded as a community 
event, is now set to be¬ 
come a London event, 
with mayor Mr Khan at the helm 
of it. 

While praising the great work 
and tireless efforts of Carnival 
Trust chairman Pepe Francis and 
his tiny team of organisers, the 
report makes it clear that a mas¬ 
sive cash infusion - possibly up 
to £10 million - is now needed 
from the Mayor’s Office in order 
to prevent the ostensibly joyous 
and celebratory event further de¬ 
scending into a dangerous and 
overcrowded orgy of disorder, 
drug-taking and violence which 
puts public safety at risk. 

With more than 60 bands, 
50,000 performers, 7,000 police of¬ 
ficers, 2,000 stewards and the 
number of revellers equalling the 
population of Birmingham, the 
carnival, the report warns, “is 
now at tipping point”. 

Add to that the 396 crimes com¬ 
mitted last year, the 90 arrests for 
possession of weapons, the 151 at¬ 
tacks on people, the more than 
1,000 casualties treated and the 
stabbings which very nearly re¬ 
sulted in four deaths and it is 
easy to see why the London As¬ 
sembly members warn that the 
carnival now “risks people’s 
safety and its reputation”. 

The report by the Assembly’s 
police and crime committee 
states that one option for Mr 
Khan to consider is to restruc¬ 
ture the current free-for-all on the 
lines of London’s New Year’s Eve 
fireworks - with paid ticketing 
for the event and limiting the 
number of tickets. 

“One of the most obvious risks 
for the carnival is overcrowding. 
This is made all the more acute 
because of the carnival’s high at¬ 
tendance figures and its street- 


The two faces of Notting Hill Carnival, which attracts more than 
one million people 


But funding from the Mayor’s 
Office could cover the £7 million 
policing bill and, the crime com¬ 
mittee urges, provide the money 
needed by organisers, the London 
Notting Hill Carnival Enterprises 
Trust, to hire of many more stew¬ 
ards who would be given greater 
powers. 

“Unfortunately, the LNHCET 
suffers from a lack of support and 
capacity to deliver. It is run by 
volunteers, with little funding or 
staffing resource,” the report 
states. 

“It has come a long way and 
we congratulate its members who 
work so hard to make the carni¬ 
val happen every year. It admits, 
however, that it still struggles 
and it is now time to provide it 
with a greater level of support. 

“The mayor should now pro¬ 
vide advice and guidance to the 
LNHCET to help put it on a more 
formal and financially sustain¬ 
able footing. This will in turn im¬ 
prove its ability to deliver a safer 
and more secure carnival. 

“LNHCET hopes that more 
stewarding will help the event be¬ 
come more self-sustainable... the 
role of the stewards may need to 
be further developed... 

The driving philosophy around 
stewarding at the carnival is to 
reduce the reliance on the police. 
We welcome any steps that will 
release officers from tasks that 
can be carried out equally well 
by others. This will help the Met 
to refocus efforts on tackling 
crime and disorder, something 
that is increasingly important 
given the recent rise in serious 
and violent crime.” 

And Steve O’Connell, chair¬ 
man of the police committee, 


said: “We must not shut our ears 
to the concerns being raised. We 
need to improve the arrange¬ 
ments for safety and crime reduc¬ 
tion at the carnival so that its 
success becomes the headline 
story, not its crime and disorder. 
The answer lies in giving those 
in charge of the carnival greater 
responsibility, ownership, capac¬ 
ity and capability to make the 
carnival a success and make sure 
it remains what it set out to be: a 
celebration of an exuberant cul¬ 
ture. 

“The London Notting Hill Car¬ 
nival Enterprises Trust has come 
a long way but admits that it 
struggles. It cannot be right that 
the group organising one of Lon¬ 
don’s most high-profile events is 
staffed by volunteers and is not 
receiving the support it needs.” 

Mr Khan is expected to report 
back with his proposals for the 
future of the carnival in May. 

In the meantime, the last word 
from the report should be that of 
Mr Francis, chairman of the or¬ 
ganisers, who told the police com¬ 
mittee: “Yes, I am very concerned 
under my watch that something 
disastrous could happen in the 
carnival. 

“Ladbroke Grove worries me 
when we come up there on an 
evening, especially if we get there 
after 7pm, which I tend to try to 
not do, trying to get there before 
to make sure that we are all safe. 

“I am open to any change that 
will improve the health and 
safety of people. 

“If change has to come, change 
has to come. However, change 
has to come with proper dialogue 
and very good discussion and 
planning.” 


Animal charity 
lobbies MPs over 
better protection 
for greyhounds 

BATTERSEA Dogs & Cats Home has lobbied 
Parliament for better protection of grey¬ 
hounds. 

Representatives from the world-famous 
animal charity have met with MPs to dis¬ 
cuss the needs of racing greyhounds and 
what needs to be done to better protect and 
safeguard their wellbeing. 

At the meeting chaired by MP Angela 
Smith, a member of the environment, food 
and rural affairs select committee and the 
welfare member of the Greyhound Forum, 
Battersea chiefs pushed for changes in the 
law. 

“In 2016 alone, Battersea took in 95 un¬ 
wanted, ex-racing greyhounds. The condi¬ 
tions in which greyhounds are kept, and in 
which they arrive at Battersea, can vary 
wildly, and the home is involved with cam¬ 
paigning to promote and monitor standards 
for racing and post-racing greyhounds 
across Britain,” said a spokesman. 

Battersea’s director of operations, Peter 
Laurie, said: “The current Welfare of Racing 
Greyhounds Regulations 2010 have delivered 
some important improvements. However, 
we believe there’s much more to do. 

“This is why we were so disappointed 
when the government’s review last year did 
not propose additional requirements to ad¬ 
dress remaining areas of concern. 

“We’re asking for the 2010 regulations to 
be amended to make it mandatory for the 
industry to publish welfare data relating to 
injury, euthanasia and rehoming or retire¬ 
ment numbers. 

“These regulations should also cover 
trainers’ kennels, which aren’t properly 
monitored, and yet are where greyhounds 
spend 95 per cent of their time. 

“Battersea works closely with other grey¬ 
hound welfare charities, and is an active 
member of the Greyhound Forum. As a re¬ 
sult, we’re pleased to take in many ex-racers, 
who are lovely dogs and make wonderful 
pets in the right environment. As with all 
our residents, we’re committed to ensuring 
they go to the right homes with responsible 
new owners.” 

Current greyhounds at Battersea search¬ 
ing for their forever homes include Jason, 
an 18-month-old ex-racer. He is described as 
“friendly and affectionate with both humans 
and other dogs - he loves to curl up and 
snooze the day away”. 

The spokesman said: “There is also beau¬ 
tiful brown-and-white 18-month-old Blitz and 
his kennelmate, four-year-old Beauty, who 
can be rehomed separately or as a pair. Both 
affectionate and eager for a fuss, these two 
would enjoy home comforts for the first 
time.” 



Blitz and Beauty are in search of a home 
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Dirty air blamed for violent crime 



BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 

SCIENTISTS have made a shock new 
explanation for the surge in violence 
across the city - the dirty air. 

Following recent research which 
revealed that pollution increases the 
risk of dementia, now another study 
suggests that London’s toxic air may 
also be the link to the rise in violent 
attacks. 

US researchers studying how air 
pollution affects the brain say it could 
contribute to violent crime and now 
leading clean air campaigner Caro¬ 
line Pidgeon says it is “vital” that the 
Mayor of London orders an urgent in¬ 
vestigation into whether the capital’s 
filthy air, already causing the deaths 
of up to 10,000 a year by worsening 
lung and heart conditions, is respon¬ 
sible for the rise in violence in the 
capital too. 

According to research by Evan Her- 
rnstadt of Harvard University and 
Erich Muehlegger of the University 
of California, there’s something in the 
air which could be making people 
turn nasty. 

Comparing more than two million 
crimes reported to the Chicago Police 
Department over a 12-year period 
with pollution data, the researchers 
found no correlation between air 
quality and property crimes such as 
burglary and robbery. 

However, violent crimes, including 
murder, rape and assault, rose 2.2 per 
cent in areas dealing with increased 
air pollution. 

“This discrepancy across crime 
types may suggest that the primary 
mechanism is physiological; that is, 


the pollution might make people more 
irritable and impulsive, thus leading 
to more violent crime,” claim the re¬ 
searchers. 

In their research paper Air Pollu¬ 
tion And Criminal Activity the scien¬ 
tists say “This paper provides the first 
quasi-experimental evidence that air 
pollution causally affects criminal ac¬ 
tivity. Consistent with evidence from 
psychology on the relationship be¬ 
tween pollution and aggression, the 
effect is unique to violent crimes - 
we find no effect of pollution on the 
commission of property crime.” 

Critics of the study have suggested 
that aggression could have been 
caused by lead in petrol as lead poi¬ 
soning is associated with attention 


deficit disorder, impulsiveness, ag¬ 
gression and, according to one paper, 
psychopathic behaviour. 

However, lead was banned in fuel 
in the US on January 11996, six years 
before the air pollution study began. 

The US findings tie in with official 
statistics for London, where last week 
City Hall issued a toxic air red alert 
in eight boroughs, including West¬ 
minster, Kensington and Chelsea and 
Hammersmith and Fulham. 

As the city’s air quality has increas¬ 
ingly worsened in recent years, bur¬ 
glary rates have not increased but in¬ 
cidents of violent attacks have soared. 

In Westminster and Kensington 
and Chelsea, named by Public Health 
England in December as London’s 


two worst blackspots for air pollution, 
violence is on the increase whereas 
burglary is not. 

Figures from the Met reveal that in 
the 12 months to November 2016, re¬ 
ports of some 7,769 violent attacks in 
Westminster rose by 115 per cent com¬ 
pared the previous year. But reports 
of residential burglary fell by three 
per cent. In heavily-polluted Kensing¬ 
ton and Chelsea, incidents of violence 
rose by four per cent in 2015-Mem- 
ber2016, with 3,303 attacks up from 
3,177, but burglary fell by 9.7 per cent 
to 953 incidents in the 12 months to 
November 2016. 

Now calls have gone out to Mayor 
of London Sadiq Khan to launch City 
Hall’s own research to discover if the 


Caroline Pidgeon, a leading 
campaigner on air pollution, said there 
was a growing body of evidence which 
suggested a direct connection 
between dirty air and violence 

capital’s increasingly-deteriorating 
air quality is linked to the increase 
in violence. 

Caroline Pidgeon, the Liberal 
Democrat member of the GLA’s Gen¬ 
eral Assembly and a leading cam¬ 
paigner on air pollution, said: “The 
link between pollution and violent be¬ 
haviour might seem far-fetched, but 
there is a growing body of evidence 
which suggests there is a direct con¬ 
nection. 

“Understanding the possible con¬ 
nection between air pollution and vi¬ 
olent crime is vital if we are to tackle 
both these scourges that face the cap¬ 
ital. The Mayor of London is not only 
the elected Police Commissioner but 
he also has a legal responsibility to 
tackle health inequalities in the capi¬ 
tal. On both these grounds the Mayor 
should not hesitate in ensuring the 
potential link between air pollution 
and violent crime is properly investi¬ 
gated.” 


Witnesses to 

Ml 

killing ‘should 


do decent thing’ 

Salim Coulter 


THE police chief leading the hunt for Salim 
Coulter’s killer has urged witnesses to “do the 
right thing” and come forward with informa¬ 
tion after detectives made three more arrests. 

DCI Noel McHugh renewed his appeal for 
anyone with information to help police track 
down the gunman. 

Salim, 24, of White City, was shot outside 
Jerky’s restaurant in Walham Grove, Fulham, 
last month. 

Detectives have launched a wide-ranging 
investigation and have made several appeals 
for evidence and information. 

Last week a 22-year-old man was arrested, 
on suspicion of murder, as he boarded a plane 
for Algeria at Heathrow Airport. Officers also 
apprehended a 23-year-old man and a 20-year- 
old man on suspicion of the same offence. 

All three remained in police custody last 
week as Met chiefs stepped up their inquiries. 

It comes a month after police arrested and 
charged 30-year-old Omar Hutson with Salim’s 
murder. 

DCI McHugh, who is leading the investiga¬ 
tion, said: “While one man has been charged 
and a further three arrested, we still need to 
speak to everyone who witnessed events on 
the day of Salim’s murder and to everyone 
who may have any knowledge of his fatal 
shooting. 

“We have spoken to a number of people so 
far but I believe there are still more people 
out there that can help us with our investiga¬ 
tion, and I am urging those people to do the 
right thing and to speak to us.” 

Anyone with information can contact police 
on 020 8785 8099 or 10L 


Meet your local MP 
Victoria Borwick 

Friday 

27th January 

Kensington Leisure 
Centre 

Silchester Road 
W10 6EX 

Get in touch to book 
your appointment: 

M4 721* UM 
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uvTng healthcare 



I'Ve offer. 

# Hot Aromatherapy Massage 

# Deep Tissue Massage # Thai Massage 

# Cupping # Ear Candle # Reflexology 

OPEN: Monday - Sunday 9am - 10pm 
57B Fulham High Street, Fulham, London, SW6 3JJ 

0207 610 6001 * 07428 011 288 
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Points of view 


OPINION 


Ill-judged attack 
on 4x4 drivers 


H ERE in London we pride 
ourselves on our 
principles of tolerance 
and understanding. We 
live, after all, in the most 
diverse and multi¬ 
cultural city on the planet - a fact of 
which we should all be proud. 

Most of us live in perfect harmony and 
demonstrate to the rest of the world 
every day how we can all prosper by 
pulling together. Sadly, however, it is the 
actions of a vocal minority that often 
warp our understanding of community 
relations. 

This week we again report on 
incidents of vile racial hatred targeting 
members of the Muslim faith. 

In Hammersmith a woman wearing a 
hijab was screamed at and spat on as she 
sat in a restaurant and ate fish and 
chips. Only days later a man from 
Fulham was sentenced for orchestrating 
a campaign of hate promoting white 
supremacist views and Islamophobic 
rhetoric. 

It is barely six months since 
thousands of people marched through 
the streets of the borough in the name of 
unity after spiteful xenophobic graffiti 
was scrawled across the Polish Social 
and Cultural Association building in 
Hammersmith in the wake of the Brexit 
vote. 

Hammersmith and Fulham council is 
to be commended for the strong and 
active stance it has taken against these 
racist attacks. 

But as Nahella Ashraf argues on the 
front page of our Hammersmith edition 
today, we should be prepared to confront 
more of these outrages in the months to 
come. 

We cannot leave all the work to our 
community leaders. The onus must be 
on all of us to stand up to bigots when 
they publicise their intolerance. 

The diversity and mix of faiths in 
London should be the mast to which we 
nail our colours. 

Now more than ever it is essential 
that we fight for the freedoms we once 
took for granted. 



YOUR recent article 
announcing a war on 4x4s 
in a bid to improve the 
dreadful air quality of much 
of Kensington and Chelsea 
not only unfairly scapegoats 
SUV drivers but it is also ill- 
judged. 

Although it has long been 
accepted that 4x4s do indeed 
“gas guzzle”, one cannot just 
lay the blame for the 
pollution of the royal 
borough on those who have 
worked hard to afford such 
vehicles - what about the 
pollution caused by the 
incessant stream of 
builders’ trucks and HGVs 
which residents have had to 
endure for years now? 

Not only do big lorries 
represent a far more 
intimidating presence than 
4x4s to other road-users, in 
particular cyclists, they are 
hardly the greenest of 
vehicles and I would 
contend that they have been 
responsible for worsening 
much of the bad air quality 
during the recent boom in 
development of many K&C 
properties. 

Lord only knows how bad 
the builders will make 
things when lorries and 
tipper trucks are hurtling 
up the King’s Road once the 
controversial development 
for the new Chelsea 
Crossrail begins. I should 
imagine that we shall all be 
choking on the pavements 
and will be forced to shop 
wearing masks. 

RBKC Council takes air 
pollution very seriously and 
it is to be commended for its 
pioneering scheme to plant 
hedging alongside busy 
roads in order to absorb 
many of the noxious fumes. 
Perhaps this inspired idea 
could now be extended with 
hedges running up the 
centre of all of the 
borough’s most polluted 
routes? A two-mile wall of 
privet running the length of 
the King’s Road would be 
most welcome. 

Mrs B Chambers 
Chelsea 

Advice on staying 
healthy in winter 

ONE of the most effective 
ways to keep yourself well 
during winter is to stay 
warm. 

Keeping warm over the 
winter months can help 
prevent colds, flu or more 
serious health conditions 
such as heart attacks, 
pneumonia and depression. 

Cold homes have a 
significant impact on your 
health, so it is important to 
keep your home warm as 
well as your body. As 
temperatures continue to 
drop it is vital we all look 
after ourselves and our 
families in the right ways. 

The chances of becoming 



Drivers of 4x4s are unfairly being made scapegoats for air pollution in Kensington and 
Chelsea, according to correspondent Mrs B Chambers 



unwell over this period are 
higher if you’re vulnerable 
to cold-related illnesses 
because of one or more of 
the following: you’re over 
65; you’re on a low income 
and can’t afford heating; 
you have a long-term health 
condition, such as heart, 
lung or kidney disease; you 
are disabled. 

If you are 65 or over, have 
reduced mobility, or have a 
health condition, you 
should heat your home to at 
least 18C. Make sure you 
also wear enough clothes to 
stay warm. 

If vou’re under 65 and 


healthy and active, you can 
safely have your house 
cooler than 18C if you’re 
comfortable with this 
temperature. You can also 
use a hot water bottle to 
keep warm whilst in bed. 

Food is a vital source of 
energy, which helps keep 
your body warm. If possible 
try to make sure you have 
hot meals at least once a 
day and hot drinks 
regularly throughout the 
day. 

It is well known that 
exercise is good for your 
overall health but it can 
also be efficient in keeping 


you warm during winter. If 
you can stay active, even at 
a moderate level, then it can 
bring health benefits. 

It is important to dress 
appropriately during the 
winter and wearing lots of 
thin layers helps to 
maintain body heat better 
than one thick layer. 

Clothes made from cotton, 
wool or fleecy fibres are 
particularly good at 
maintaining body heat. 

Dr Tim Spicer 

Hammersmith and Fulham 
Clinical Commissioning 
Group chairman 
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Mental health 
must be priority 

IT’S important to see the 
Prime Minister talking 
about mental health and it 
shows how far we have 
come in bringing the 
experiences of people with 
mental-health problems up 
the political agenda. 

Mental health should be 
at the heart of government, 
and at the heart of society 
and communities - it’s been 
on the periphery for far too 
long. 

We welcome the 
announcements around a 
focus on prevention in 
schools and workplaces, and 
support for people in crisis. 

The proof will be in the 
difference it makes to the 
day-to-day experience of the 
one in four who will 
experience a mental-health 
problem this year. 

Mental health is 
everyone’s business and we 
need to see sustained 
leadership to make sure 
services and support 
improve for all of us with 
mental-health problems. It 
has been neglected for 
decades - we need to see it 
made a priority for decades 
to come to make sure 
everyone with mental-health 
problems can live the life 
they want to lead. 

Paul Farmer 
Mind chief executive 

Apprentices mean 
cheap workforce 

TO continue to thrive, 
London’s businesses and 
workforce need the skills to 
drive the economy forward. 
But there are significant 
gaps in the skills required to 
do this, notably in 
construction and the 
creative industries. 

Apprenticeships are 
widely viewed as a solution 
to London’s skills crisis; a 
crisis which may worsen in 
the context of Brexit. They 
should also provide an 
alternative route to decent 
and well-paid, skilled 
employment opportunities. 

The government’s 
commitment to an 
apprenticeship levy and the 
new mayoral administration 
in London offers an 
opportunity to make sure 
apprenticeships in London 
do both of these things. It is 
vital this opportunity is not 
squandered. 

The traditional view of 
apprenticeships is that of 
school leavers being taken 
on by a business to learn a 
trade. The reality is very 
different with around half of 
apprenticeships in London 
being carried out by over- 
258, many “apprenticeships” 
effectively constituting in¬ 
work training for those 
already employed. All too 
many apprenticeships do 
not lead to permanent, 
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The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge are campaigning for an end to the stigmatising of the mentally ill - and the chief 
executive of Mind says that mental health must be made a priority by government for decades to come 


quality employment and 
there is still evidence that 
some apprenticeships are 
effectively a means for some 
employers to access cheap 
labour. 

Unlike in other countries, 
such as Germany, 
apprenticeships remain 
comparatively low-status in 
the UK. Some of the 
apprentices that committee 
members met at an informal 
round table told us how they 
had been actively 
discouraged by schools and 
families from taking up 
apprenticeships. This is due 
to no small part to the low 
pay and low-skilled nature 
of too many apprenticeships. 

For the status of 
apprenticeships to change, 
and for them to be a viable 
route to up-skilling 
London’s workforce and an 
affordable option for 
potential apprentices, this 
needs to change. 

Within existing 
apprenticeships there are 
particular issues of diversity 
and equality of opportunity, 
outcomes and pay levels. 
Apprentices and those from 
a black and ethnic-minority 
background are more likely 
to work in the low-paid 
health and retail sectors, 
while male apprentices 
dominate construction and 
engineering. 

Male apprentices get paid 
21 per cent more per hour - 
and 16 per cent of women 
report being out of work at 
the end of their 
apprenticeship, compared to 
six per cent of men. 

Progress in making 
apprenticeships a genuine 
route into work for people 
with disabilities has also 
been too slow. The focus on 
numbers of apprenticeships 
rather than quality and 
outcomes masks a widening 
inequality and unfairness 
within the apprenticeship 
system. 

The Skills for London 
taskforce can play a 
significant role in 
improving the 
apprenticeship offer in 
London and should consider 
how hurdles experienced by 
women, disabled people and 


those from a BME 
background can be 
overcome particularly by 
exploring the feasibility of 
flexible and part-time 
apprenticeships. 

Over the next few years, 
there is an opportunity to 
give the concept of 
apprenticeships a new lease 
of life and use them both to 
benefit London and the 
Londoners who take up 
apprenticeships. 

Fiona Twycross AM 
London Assembly economy 
committee chairman 

Poorest are being 
hit the hardest 

AS you report, 
Hammersmith and Fulham 
council is freezing its share 
of our council-tax bills this 
year. 

But I’m afraid our total 
council-tax bill will rise for 
the first time in 11 years. 

That is because the new 
mayor of London, Sadiq 
Khan, is increasing the 
precept by 15 per cent - 
which is £4.02p for those on 
band D. 

Back in 2006 the then- 
Labour council increased its 
share by another 15 per cent 
(on top of much bigger 
increases in earlier years) 
for the coming financial 
year. The then-mayor of 
London, Ken Livingstone, 
increased his precept by 13.3 
per cent. The upshot was 
that the total bill for a band- 
D household went up from 
£1158 to £1206. 

In 2006 the Conservatives 
were elected and cut the 
council tax by three per cent 
in the following financial 
year, 2007-08. Then by 
another three per cent for 
2008-09, then another three 
per cent for 2009-10, then by 
another three per cent for 
2010-11 A pattern was 
starting to emerge. 

There was a freeze in 2011- 
12 but then a cut of 3.7 per 
cent in 2012-13, another three 
per cent in 2013-14 and 
another cut of three per cent 
in 2014-15. 

For the couple of years the 
reduction in bills was 


unfortunately partially 
offset by Mr Livingstone’s 
tax hikes (he put up the 
precept by 5.3 per cent in 
2007-08 and another two per 
cent in 2008-09.) But in 2008 
Boris Johnson became 
mayor of London and for his 
eight years at City Hall the 
precept was frozen and then 
cut. 

Labour won control of 
Hammersmith and Fulham 
in 2014 promising to cut 
council tax at a faster rate 
than the Conservatives 
managed. Each year the 
Labour group leader Cllr 
Stephen Cowan had stood up 
saying that the three per 
cent council tax cut did not 
go far enough. 

But in 2015-16 he only 
managed a one per cent cut, 
then in 2016-17 a freeze. 
However we still enjoyed a 
fall in our bill for 2016-17 
because in his final budget 
as mayor of London, Mr 
Johnson cut his share - the 
precept - by 6.4 per cent. 

Sometimes people say that 
the sums involved are 
trivial. But they are not 
cumulatively to those on a 
tight budget. This year the 
band-D bill is £1,004 - so just 
over £200 lower than 2006. 
For some that’s the 
difference between whether 
they can afford a holiday or 
not. 

Another claim is that it is 
“impossible” to cut the 
council tax any further. But 
in Wandsworth the band-D 
council tax is £680. In 
Westminster it is £669. So 
the increase we will see this 
year represents a very 
regrettable change in 
direction - and one that hits 
the poorest the hardest. 

Cllr Harry Phibbs 
(Conservative) 

Ravenscourt Park ward 

Capital’s tech 
sector is amazing 

I AM so proud to be helping 
our tech sector approach 
Brexit. 

Our great city rightly has 
a reputation as a world¬ 
leading hub for technical 


innovation and digital 
entrepreneurship. 

While the London tech 
sector may not be on the 
scale of Silicon Valley, in 
terms of sheer 
inventiveness, creativity 
and an ability to turn bright 
ideas into working, 
profitable products or 
services, it is still amazing. 

I am a huge fan of our 
country’s tech companies 
and our tech professionals. I 
was once told that if the tech 
sector had been asked to fix 
the European Union, they 
might well have suggested 
rebooting it. 

Sadly that was not an 
option but I do hope the 
voice of our tech sector will 
be heard as our future 
outside the EU takes shape. 

With that in mind, I was 
very pleased to be asked by 
the trade body, techUK, to 
become a member of its 
independent Brexit advisory 
panel. 

The panel will work 
independently of techUK 
and is formed, as they say, of 
leading experts across 
different disciplines, 
including economics, 
politics, international 
relations, diplomacy, higher 
education and venture 
capital. Other members 
include former cabinet 
secretary Lord Gus 
O’Donnell, economist Vicky 
Pryce and former European 
Commission digital guru 
Robert Madelin. 

We are all giving our time 
free and will offer informal 
but well-informed advice on 
how the UK should navigate 
the Brexit process while 
ensuring we remain at the 
forefront of innovation and 
harnessing the power of 
technology. 

We will help shape 
techUK’s Brexit priorities 
and advise its board about 
government thinking on key 
areas such as: 

• asking the right questions 
about the opportunities and 
impact of leaving the EU 
and approaches to 
renegotiation for the UK 
tech sector; 

• analysing and optimising 
the issues of most strategic 


importance to the future of 
the UK digital economy; 

• applying sustained 
influence to institutions and 
individuals, in Whitehall, 
Westminster, Brussels and 
beyond. 

Quite a task but one 
worth taking on. 

I have been excited about 
tech since writing code for 
my ZX Spectrum and then 
writing machine code at 
university. London’s start¬ 
up community is vibrant, 
exciting and dynamic, and it 
must stay that way. 

Of course there will be 
challenges but by getting 
Brexit right we will be able 
to keep the doors open to the 
best global tech talent and 
create more jobs, prosperity 
and opportunities in our 
city. 

A key question will be 
how those tech firms that do 
business in other EU 
countries can continue to 
enjoy the greatest possible 
access to other EU countries 
under a deal, while 
respecting the result of last 
year’s referendum. 

For example, we will need 
to look at whether 
companies offering services 
in the EU will be required to 
have their data servers 
physically sited within the 
EU if they are to carry EU 
data and sited within the UK 
to carry UK data. 

We will need to consider 
how we can maximise the 
flexibility that enables our 
tech sector to continue to 
attract customers and talent 
from all over the world. 

On skills, we need to 
ensure we continue to create 
our own pool of domestic 
talent while remaining open 
to attract the brightest and 
the best in this sector from 
across the world, no longer 
discriminating against those 
from outside the EU. 

As well as the 
opportunities, these are 
legitimate concerns for the 
sector and for London. 
techUK hopes that we will 
play our part in ensuring 
our negotiators do not 
overlook these concerns 
when the fine detail of any 
deal begins to be laid down. 

And of course London’s 
tech firms will always have 
one rather potent card up 
their sleeve - their ability to 
innovate. 

If ever the politicians, 
economists and mandarins 
are struggling to find a 
solution to a particular 
problem, my money will be 
on the tech folk to come up 
with it. 

If and when someone in 
Brussels or London says 
“That would be impossible”, 

I expect a tech entrepreneur 
in Shoreditch to say “Have 
you tried this?”. A tech 
solution making what some 
may have deemed 
impossible, possible. 

Syed Kamall 
Conservative MEP for 
London 
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Forget Brexit - proposed poll 
could send royals on hustings 



F ANS of the public being 
consulted for their say- 
so by politicos who need 
their hand held to cross 
a road will doubtless be 
knocked out with delight 
to learn that plans are afoot for yet 
another furious argument-inciting 
referendum, this time on the matter 
of Rexit. 

Members of the royalty-wrecking 
party Republic are quietly planning 
to push for a referendum on the fu¬ 
ture of the monarchy the instant that 
Her Majesty passes over to that 
realm in the sky. 

Although many Brits are fed up to 
the back teeth with the recent stream 
of requests of how to govern from 
those they have already elected to do 
the job, the popularity of DIY govern¬ 
ment is set to rear its controversy-in¬ 
ducing head again. 

The UK’s republican movement is 
preparing to mount a campaign for a 
referendum on the monarchy - 
whether or not to abolish it or to con¬ 
tinue with King Charles - when the 
Queen dies, an event which most of 
Britain hopes will be many years off. 

At a meeting of the Alliance of Eu¬ 
ropean Republic Movements in 
Madrid, Republic’s chief executive 
Graham Smith revealed the drive for 
a Rexit. 

He told anti-monarchy delegates: 
“When the Queen dies, the moment 
she is declared dead, Charles is King. 
So there is no gap. And there is cer¬ 
tainly no official plan for a referen¬ 
dum. He is King immediately. The 
coronation would be about six 
months later. 

“So that will be an opportunity, 
after the funeral and before the coro¬ 
nation, for us to do some campaign¬ 
ing and say ‘Hang on a minute, this 
is the 21st century, if we are going to 
have a new head of state then per¬ 
haps we want to have a vote’. 

“Then if we have that vote, it can’t 
just be ‘Do you want Charles?’ - it 
has to be ‘Which person do you 
want?’ and it has to be a free and fair 
election.” 

These comments follow others by 
Mr Smith at Republic’s annual con¬ 
ference in 2015 against portraying the 
Queen’s death as “an opportunity” 
for anti-monarchists. 

But in Madrid he admitted: “It is 
an opportunity to campaign but it is 
not going to be an easy campaign. We 


are going have to work hard to get 
that referendum. 

“That (the Queen’s death) will 
make a big difference. In the UK a lot 
of support for the monarchy is to do 
with the fact that we have had the 
same Queen for a very long time and 
most people can’t remember a time 
when she wasn’t on the throne.” 

Although Mr Smith said in Madrid 
“We are going to get to that point 
where there are no monarchies left 
in Europe and that’s a dream I want 
to make happen in my lifetime”, polls 
reveal that only 20 per cent of Brits 
feel the same. 

However, in the highly unlikely 
circumstance that any government 
should back Republic’s drive for a 
“which person do you want?” Rexit, 


chaos and bitter rows could result - 
as we saw during the independent 
Scotland referendum and the Brexit 
vote. 

For instance, according to the re¬ 
sults of an Ipsos Mori poll of last 
year, although Her Majesty reigns 
supreme over all her family in popu¬ 
larity with the public, with an ap¬ 
proval rating of 80 per cent, the 
Prince of Wales scored only 60 per 
cent -13 points behind that of Prince 
William. 

Constitutionally the Republic idea 
could threaten crisis as it has been 
established for eras that when one 
monarch passes, the crown then 
passes to the next in line - not to 
whoever the public most fancies at 
the time. 


Technically, a “which person do 
you want?” plan for the next 
monarch could lead to a repeat of the 
Boaty McBoatface farce which last 
year surrounded the poll for the pub¬ 
lic to name a new polar research ves¬ 
sel, and Britain could end up with 
Katy McCuteface as the head of state. 

We can imagine the fallout and 
confusion that would result if the 
royals were forced by a hare-brained 
idea to go to the hustings and launch 
individual “vote for me” campaigns 
to the public - “Charlie Isn’t Work¬ 
ing, Vote Andrew”, “Can She Fix It? 
Yes Anne Can”, “British Rule Is 
Harry’s Game”, or “It’s The Eugenie, 
Stupid”. 

But undaunted by the impractical- 
ity, let alone the unpopularity, of a 


Rexit, Republic is pressing ahead 
with its drive to unseat the royals by 
last week launching a new campaign 
called How To Win The Argument on 
the matter of monarchy. 

On its website it announced: “Re¬ 
public wants to see the monarchy 
abolished and the Queen replaced 
with a democratically elected head of 
state. We’ll win this campaign with 
clear and concise points and effective 
responses to the many common and 
misleading myths put forward in 
favour of the monarchy. 

“Republic has a lot of experience 
in making effective arguments on air, 
in the Press and in live debates. But 
we need to keep the arguments fresh 
and up to date. 

“We’ll be developing our argu¬ 
ments throughout 2017 - making sure 
we can continue to build an effective 
case for a republic and challenge the 
myths. 

“With each issue we’ll be asking 
for your views, and using your input 
to shape our arguments. 

“We’ll be talking about Britain’s 
political system, democratic princi¬ 
ples and everything that's wrong 
about the royal household - and tack¬ 
ling myths about tourism and trade, 
confusion about the Crown Estates 
and questions about the future of the 
Commonwealth. 

“This project will give us - and 
you - the tools to make a stronger 
case for a republic. The project is 
starting with a common question 
that goes right to the heart of our 
campaign: Why do we need a head of 
state?” 

Further investigation of the site re¬ 
veals Republic’s three-step future 
plans: 

• Becoming a high-profile, house¬ 
hold-name organisation that influ¬ 
ences public opinion, sets the media 
agenda and draws active support 
from politicians of all parties. 

• Leading the campaign for a refer¬ 
endum on the monarchy, with a man¬ 
ifesto commitment from one or all of 
the main parties. 

• Our ultimate destination: a refer¬ 
endum resulting in a decisive “yes” 
in favour of a republic. 

Discussion on whether a republic 
is remotely likely has been inter¬ 
rupted by the need to swat the pig 
that is flying around the room. 

Geoff Baker 


Save nearly £5,000 on your version of'the most famous ring in the world’ 



THE many Chinese fans of Royal Lon¬ 
don will be delighted to learn that we 
can save them £4,965 on their appar¬ 
ently feverish purchase of “the most 
famous ring in the world”. 

Recent reports have it that royalists 
from Beijing and Moscow are desper¬ 
ate to own replicas of the engagement 
ring once given to Diana, Princess of 
Wales, by Prince Charles. The famous 
sapphire and diamond ring, now worn 
by the Duchess of Cambridge, was pur¬ 
chased for an undisclosed sum by 
Prince Charles in 1981. 

Given its history, the ring is now 
considered priceless but replicas are 
available and Garrard, the Mayfair 
jewellers preferred by the Royal Fam¬ 
ily for almost 300 years, has report¬ 
edly been inundated with requests 
from Chinese and Russian couples for 
whom it is a must-have gift. 


“The Diana Ring is our most popular 
piece of jewellery,” said Joanne Mil¬ 
ner, the company’s chief executive told 
The Daily Telegraph. “In one week 
alone in December we had three orders 
for them, and had to work flat out to 
make them in time for Christmas.” 

Although the esteemed jeweller 
stresses that it would never create nor 
sell an exact replica of The Diana 
Ring, which would be bad form, copies 
start at £5,000, with prices rising for 
those who require a sapphire of the 
same size as the original. 

The Daily Telegraph cheekily sug¬ 
gested that the Albemarle Street jew¬ 
eller might be a port of call for Prince 
Harry, should he wish his squeeze 
Meghan Markle to one day wear a 
“Hers and Hers” ring that matched the 
one worn by the Duchess of Cam¬ 
bridge. 


Although we at Royal London con¬ 
sider the likelihood of two royal brides 
wearing a ring of the same design to be 
somewhat fanciful, if Harry harboured 
such a bizarre wish then he - and the 
Chinese buyers - need look no further 
than his granny’s own shop. 

For the Royal Collection Shop, the 
home of official royal gifts and sou¬ 
venirs commissioned by Buckingham 
Palace, is currently selling a ring 
which is remarkably similar to 
Princess Diana’s. 

Although it is not quite of the same 
quality as the original - the Bucking¬ 
ham Palace Sapphire Ring being de¬ 
signed of a “sapphire-coloured stone 
set with sparkling crystals in a 
hypoallergenic metal” - the popular 
item is available at Her Majesty’s 
store at a significant saving, priced 
just £35. 
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William 
heads up 
children’s 
charity 

PRINCE William has 
stepped forward to 
lead one of London's 
most important but 
lower-profiled chari¬ 
ties, the Metropoli¬ 
tan and City Police 
Orphans Fund. 

It is hoped that 
with the prince be¬ 
hind it, the key char¬ 
ity will achieve more 
public support and 
awareness like that 
which he has 
brought to his other 
good causes, which 
include mental hea¬ 
lth, conservation and 
action on addictions. 

Every day London¬ 
ers trust their lives to 
the safe hands of the 
Met - but when 
tragedy strikes the 
orphans fund is there 
to care for those left 
behind when officers 
lose their lives or are 
seriously injured. 

"We are proud and 
delighted to an¬ 
nounce that HRH the 
Duke of Cambridge 
has agreed to be the 
patron of our charity 
beginning this mon¬ 
th," said a spokesman 
for the fund. 

"The Orphans Fu¬ 
nd began in 1870 as 
an orphanage, which 
we believe makes it 
the oldest police 
charity in the world. 
In 2020 we will be 
marking the 150th 
anniversary. The or¬ 
phanage closed in 
1937 and became 
the present fund, 
which makes 2017 
the 80th year. 

"We hope to mark 
these occasions with 
functions for the or¬ 
phans and their fam¬ 
ilies who are children 
of deceased or 
severely injured Met¬ 
ropolitan and City 
police officers. 

"It is especially 
pleasing the Prince 
William will be our 
patron at the time of 
these anniversaries. 
Our first royal patron 
was Queen Victoria 
and we are privi¬ 
leged that the char¬ 
ity's links with the 
Royal Family are to 
continue. 

The charity is 
mainly funded by 
the interest and divi¬ 
dends from the 
money that was in¬ 
vested when the or¬ 
phanage was sold, 
by a percentage of 
the contributions 
serving officers make 
to the Metropolitan 
and City Police 
Benevolent Funds 
and public dona¬ 
tions. 

In 2015 it was able 
to give more than 
£1 million to the kids 
of deceased col¬ 
leagues. To back the 
fund, go to met-city- 
orphans.24sq.com. 



Princess’ 

kindness 

celebrated 


D IANA, Princess of 
Wales once urged: 
“Carry out a ran¬ 
dom act of kind¬ 
ness, with no 
expectation of re¬ 
ward, safe in the knowledge that 
one day someone might do the 
same for you.” 

Therefore it is fitting that in the 
year which marks the 20th an¬ 
niversary of her death, she is to be 
remembered with National Kind¬ 
ness Day. 

The Diana Award, the charity 
established by the government in 
order to continue her excellent 
work, is to run the big day on a 
date in March in order to inspire 
new generations by the example of 
the queen of compassion. 

The charity has also announced 
a special Legacy Award marking 
the 20th anniversary of the death 
of the princess - a project which 
has the support of her sons The 
Duke of Cambridge and Prince 
Harry. 

“This award will be presented to 
20 exceptional young people, aged 
nine to 18, from across the world 
for their selfless commitment to 
transforming the lives of others 
across the world at a special 
Legacy Ceremony in May,” said a 
spokesman for the charity which 
is committed to fostering change 
through practical action with 
young people. 

“These young people will be se¬ 
lected from a poll of nominations 
by an independent judging panel 
chaired by Dame Julia Clevedon, 
founder of Step Up To Serve.” 

As well as receiving the Legacy 
Award, recipients will have access 
to a unique development pro¬ 
gramme which will provide them 
with the opportunity to enhance 
their skills in four key areas - 
leadership, community develop¬ 


ment, social entrepreneurship and 
technology for good. 

“As the search begins for these 
exceptional young people who em¬ 
body the late princess’ qualities of 
compassion, kindness and service, 
The Diana Award calls out to com¬ 
munities and groups across the 
world to nominate a young person, 
who is deserving of such honour. 
The deadline for nominations is 
Friday March 17,” said the 
spokesman for the charity which 
has trained 21,500 
anti-bullying ambassadors, 
awarded 47,000 who are making a 
difference to the lives of others 
and has trained and mentored 
2,000 young people. 

Visit diana-award.org.uk to 
nominate someone for a Legacy 
Award. 

Tessy Ojo, chief executive of The 
Diana Award said: “Diana, 
Princess of Wales is widely re¬ 
membered for her values of com¬ 
passion, kindness and service to 
others, irrespective of their cul¬ 
ture, race or background. 

“Twenty years since her death 
it’s heartening to know that her 
legacy lives on through the lives of 
thousands of young people across 
the world. 

“Our theme for this 20th an¬ 
niversary year is centred on 
Princess Diana’s values of kind¬ 
ness, compassion and service. We 
know there are truly exceptional 
young people across the world who 
deserve to be recognised. We urge 
the public to nominate them for 
The Diana Award.” 

The Diana Award will also be 
launching a commemorative web¬ 
site celebrating Princess Diana’s 
legacy - dianaslegacy.co.uk - and 
members of the public will be in¬ 
vited to add their thoughts and 
memories of the much-missed 
great woman to the website. 
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took to the streets of 
Central London last 
week with the launch 
of a brand new bus 
tour-for dogs. 

Man's best friend was be¬ 
hind the wheel as the K9 dou¬ 
ble decker stopped at 
Downing Street and Bucking¬ 
ham Palace on its whirlwind 
trip. 

The route also took in some 
of the capital's best dog-walk¬ 
ing spots as it passed Hyde 
Park, Green Park and Kensing¬ 
ton Palace Gardens. 

Dog owners and their pam¬ 
pered pooches were treated to 
the free ride to celebrate the 
launch of insurance company 
MoreTh>n's Doggyssenti>ls 
pet-care service. 
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Theatres offering 
more chances of a 
career in spotlight 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co. uk 


LONDON theatres are offering new appren¬ 
ticeships to young people seeking careers in 
the spotlight. 

The London Theatre Consortium of 14 
leading theatres has announced plans for a 
fourth year of its apprenticeship programme 
offering up to a further 12 apprenticeships 
across the group this year. 

In a new development, the LTC will work 
with the National College for the Creative 
and Cultural Industries to offer the appren¬ 
ticeship qualifications and will pilot a new 
apprenticeship training hub at the Lyric 
Hammersmith. 

The announcement comes as the consor¬ 
tium published a new report on the pro¬ 
gramme’s first three years which sets out 
how an investment of £800,000 has created 56 
entry-level apprenticeships into theatre 
across a broad range of disciplines including 
technical theatre, costume, community arts, 
venue operations, producing and adminis¬ 
tration. 

“The report shows how apprenticeships 
can help arts organisations to diversify their 
workforces and to create new routes into a 
career in theatre,” said a spokesman for the 
consortium. 

“Sixty two per cent of apprentices to date 
have been from non-white-British back¬ 
grounds and 27 per cent have a disability, 
most hidden. 

“The programme was also effective in 
reaching people from socioeconomic back¬ 
grounds that are not currently well repre¬ 
sented in theatre staff teams. 

“All apprentices were paid at least the 
adult National Minimum Wage, regardless of 
their age, to make sure that no-one was 
barred from taking a role for financial rea¬ 
sons.” 

As well as college and workplace training 
towards an accredited qualification, appren¬ 
tices were given mentoring support, help to 
plan their careers and next steps, and pro¬ 
vided with opportunities to build their con¬ 
tacts and networks. 

Of 48 apprentices, 23 have gone on to fur¬ 
ther employment in the arts and 11 will 
shortly complete their level-two qualifica¬ 
tions. 

“Apprentices reported that their self-con¬ 
fidence, organisational skills and work 
readiness improved enormously. Employers 
reported that managing an apprentice had 


encouraged them to reconsider their stan¬ 
dard working practices to support better in- 
clusivity and access,” said the spokesman. 

The programme has been co-funded by 
CCSkills’ Creative Employment Programme, 
AGE, City Bridge Foundation, LTC employ¬ 
ers and the LTC itself. 

LTC director Emma Rees said: “We 
worked really hard to find talented young 
people who we don’t usually hear from when 
we are recruiting. 

“Almost everyone working in the arts will 
say at some point that they owe their posi¬ 
tion to someone who saw something in them 
and believed in them. That’s brilliant if 
you’re there to be ‘spotted’ but impossible if 
you’d never find yourself in that position in 
the first place. 

“We decided we needed to be proactive 
and to go out and look for talent and poten¬ 
tial - and we found it.” 

Sam Maynard, education manager of Don- 
mar Warehouse, said: “Working with ap¬ 
prentices makes me question a lot of practice 
that is taken as read within the organisation, 
and I think that is a really good thing for the 
culture of an organisation.” 

Sian Alexander, executive director of the 
Lyric Hammersmith, said: “The cultural sec¬ 
tor is a real UK success story in terms of 
growth and economic development and Lon¬ 
don is one of the most multi-cultural cities 
in the world, yet the workforce of the theatre 
sector is still under-representative of Lon¬ 
don’s diversity. 

“From the start, we have seen this collab¬ 
orative programme as an important way to 
diversify the workforce, to reach and train 
young people from backgrounds that are cur¬ 
rently underrepresented in the theatre sec¬ 
tor. 

“Working together has been key to this. I 
don’t think the London theatres could have 
embraced apprenticeships on the scale that 
they have, and with the success they have, if 
it hadn’t been for that collaborative ap¬ 
proach, as part of the London Theatre Con¬ 
sortium. 

“Although the funding climate makes it 
harder now, we are committed to continuing 
to work together to maintain the momentum 
we have achieved and to create open and ac¬ 
cessible opportunities for talented young 
people from all backgrounds in our the¬ 
atres.” 

Recruitment for the fourth year of appren¬ 
ticeships has now begun, with apprentice¬ 
ships starting in March 2017. 
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...massive reductions 


UPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT ( 


SUBJECT 1 
TO STATUS; 


KNIGHTSBRIDGE LARGE DESIGNER CORNER SOFA IN CRUSHED 

SILVER VELVET FABRIC 

NSP £1199 

sale £749 


ITALIAN LEATHER SOFABED IN CHESTNUT 
WITH EVERY DAY METAL PULL OUT 
ACTION MATTRESS 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT EXAMPLES 




SPEND £500 

£50 deposit and 
9 x monthly payments 
@ £50 per month 
Total payable = £500 


SPEND £1000 

£100 deposit and 
12 x monthly payments 
@ £75 per month 
Total payable = £1000 



IMPERIAL DOUBLE PLATINUM FINISH 
VICTORIAN STYLE BEDFRAME COMPLETE 
WITH LUXURY COIL SPRUNG ORTHO 
MATTRESS IN BELGIAN DAMASK 

NSP £899 SALE £399 

KING SIZE £50 EXTRA 



KENSINGTON DOUBLE DIVAN SET WITH 
CRYSTAL BUTTONED HEADBOARD & 
MEMORY COIL SPRUNG MATTRESS 

NSP £799 SALE £399 

KING SIZE £50 EXTRA 


OTTOMAN FAUX LEATHER LIFT UP STORAGE 
BEDFRAME IN EXPRESSO BROWN. 
SINGLE NSP £399 SALE £199 
DOUBLE NSP £499 SALE £249 
KING NSP £599 SALE £299 


DOUBLE METAL BEDFRAME WITH 
HEAVY DUTY BASE COMPLETE 
WITH ORTHO HAND 
TUFTED MATTRESS 

NSP £399 SALE £169 


EVE MATTRESSES (AS SEEN ON TV) 
SINGLE WAS £349 SALE £149 
DOUBLE WAS £549 SALE £249 
KING WAS £629 SALE £279 


GUVNOR EXTRA LARGE RECLINING 
CORNER SOFA IN BROWN SUEDE 

NSP £1999 SALE £999 

£99 DEPOSIT, THEN 12 X MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS @£75 = £999 


MANHATTAN 3 SEATER FIXED & 
2 SEATER FIXED IN BURGUNDY 

NSP £2899 SALE £999 

£99 DEPOSIT, THEN 12 X MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS @£75 = £999 


HUNDREDS OF BEDFRAMES, DIVANS & MATTRESSES TO TAKE AWAY 

SINGLE MATT FROM £39 
DOUBLE MAH FROM £59 
KING MATT FROM £79 


FOR THE BEST DEALS IN LONDON, COME AND BROWSE IN PEACE AT OUR NEW SHEPHERD’S BUSH SHOWROOM! 


OPENING HOURS: 
MON-SAT - 10AM-7PM 
SUNDAY - 11 AM-5PM 


VISA 



Maestro 


NSP = Normal selling price. Pictures for guidance only 


B 



c 


FURNITURE FACTORY 

OUTLET STORE 


WE ARE EASY TO FIND... OPPOSITE WESTFIELD SHOPPING 
CENTRE & SHEPHERD’S BUSH TURE STATION, NEXT TO 
MORRISONS, TO THE REAR OF ARGOS & NATWEST BANK. 

UNITS 4-9, THE LINKS, WEST 12 SHOPPING CENTRE, 
SHEPHERD’S BUSH W12 8PP 

TEL: 020 8749 4031 / 07930 530981 
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on limits for Ore 


A FTER triumphantly lifting the Glitterball 
Trophy as the winner of Strictly Come 
Dancing late last year, BBC Sport presenter 
Ore Oduba has got the bug for ballroom and is 
about to embark on the live UK tour, which will visit 
London next month, writes Nicky Sweetland. 

The 31 -year-old broadcaster is astonished that 
alongside his partner, World Show Dance champion 
Joanne Clifton, he won the coveted title, and said: "I 
was that shocked. I didn't think, for a second of the 
whole series, we could win. It wasn't why I'd signed 
up to do the show and even after all of it, the 
intention was just to have an amazing time. By the 
end of the final I was just beaming because I'd had 
one of the best experiences of my life." 

Oduba grew up in Wimborne, Dorset, and had 
virtually no dancing experience before the 
challenge of taking part in the Saturday night hit 
television programme. 

He laughs and tells me:"l think there's a club in 
Bournemouth called Elements and I spent a few 
nights in there, but otherwise my experience of 
dancing was slim to nought and only in freestyle." 

"I danced at my wedding but none of the shapes 
had any sort of mirroring of Latin and ballroom. I 
wouldn't have wanted to embarrass myself on the 
Strictly dance floor with any of that. I didn't have any 
experience, so for me doing Strictly was the 
opportunity to learn to dance from the best in the 
world." 

Joanne is currently starring in the tour of the 
musical Thoroughly Modern Millie and so Ore will 
dance with her sister-in-law, Karen Clifton, for the 


A Clockwork Orange opens at Park Theatre on February 14 


stage spectacular. 

"I'm just so lucky to have gone from having one 
incredible woman as my dance partner to another. 
It's a cliche to say, but I felt like I was part of the 
family from day one." 

Ore said: "It's been a seamless transition from one 
Clifton to another. Karen is similarly just so clever, a 



A CTION To The Word’s award-winning 
all-male production of Anthony 
Burgess’ A Clockwork Orange, directed 
by Alexandra Spencer-Jones, will return to 
London following its acclaimed premiere in 
Edinburgh in 2011 and an international tour. 

Billed as an electrifying and testosterone 
filled physical theatre horror show that 
exquisitely captures and transcends the spirit 
of Burgess’ original literary masterpiece, A 
Clockwork Orange lures its audience into the 
glorious glass-edged nastiness of Manchester’s 
underworld. A playtime of orgiastic 
ultraviolence and sexuality, it’s the story of 
little Alex and the Droogs in their battle 
against the tedium of adolescence. An 
unapologetic celebration of the human 


condition, it remains as terrifyingly relevant 
today as when the book was published in 1962 
and when Stanley Kubrick’s film caused a stir 
in 1971 

Jonno Davies will return to the production 
to star as Alex’, having played the role 
previously on two international tours. Other 
stage credits include A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream (National Theatre/Latitude), Dracula 
(Arts Theatre/International tour) and 
Shakespeare in Love (Noel Coward). His screen 
credits include Milk and Honey, Kingsman: 

The Secret Service, Spotless and Hollyoaks. 

He is joined on stage by Luke Baverstock, 
Sebastian Charles, Simon Cotton, Damien 
Hasson, Philip Honeywell, James Smoker, Will 
Stokes and Tom Whitelock. 


A Clockwork Orange is directed by 
Alexandra Spencer-Jones, artistic director for 
Action to the Word, for which she has created 
Dracula (Arts Theatre/International Tour), A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream (National 
Theatre/Latitude Festival) and Constance and 
Sinestra and the Cabinet of Screams (New 
Wimbledon Theatre/Latitude Festival). 

Spencer-Jones said: “In a world where the 
pillars of leadership are crashing down 
around us, Burgess’ timeless masterpiece 
brought to stage is more urgent than ever. 
There will always be a disaffected youth who 
are not listened to.” 

A Clockwork Orange opens at Park Theatre on 
February 14 and plays until March 18. For 
further information, you can visit the website 


Nicky Sweetland and Ore Oduba dance their 
way through this week's interview 

truly inspirational dancer, and I'm loving now being 
in her arms. Of course I miss Jo, like you would with 
any friend, but I want her to be happy and I know 
she is so happy doing musical theatre. She's a star 
and she's going to fly." 

The tour will also feature the other two finalists 
from the 2016 series, Louise Redknapp and Danny 
Mac, as well as Daisy Lowe, Lesley Joseph and 
former chancellor Ed Balls, who will be grooving 
along to Gangnam Style once again. 

The troop of acclaimed professional dancers will 
also join the cast for the festival of dance, which will 
be judged and commented on by Anita Rani, Karen 
Hardy, the show's producer Craig Revel Horwood 
and the now retired head judge Len Goodman. 

There promises to be some spectacular group 
numbers as well as dances, which will be very 
familiar to fans of the television show. 

Ore tells me: "We are doing numbers that the 
audiences will have seen before. There are a couple 
of changes, but I'll keep the surprise. We are doing 
numbers that I love doing and I can't wait to do 
them again and I can't wait to show people on an 
even bigger stage" 

The Strictly Come Dancing Live Tour will 
culminate in performances on Februray 9 and 10 
at the SSE Arena Wembley and on February 11 
and 12 at The 02. For further details, visit 
www.strictlycomedancinglive.com 


Here’s proof it’s a mad, mad, Maddix world 



Jamali Maddix is heading for the Soho Theatre next month 


C OMEDIAN Jamali Maddix 
will bring his critically 
acclaimed unflinchingly 
funny debut hour, Chickens Come 
Home To Roost, to the Soho 
Theatre next month following a 
sold-out run in Edinburgh. 

The creator of his own Viceland 
show, Hate Thy Neighbour, is an 
exciting new talent that over the 
last 18 months has cemented his 
path to worldwide success. The 
young comedian, whose many 
fans include Spike Jonze, takes a 
dark, frank and honest look at life 
through the eyes of a self- 
confessed miscreant, whose 
upbringing, friends and family 
have given him a distinctly 
considered and shrewd outlook on 
issues of race, economics and the 
law. 

In a show based on personal 
choices and the salvation of a past 
life, Jamali is now trying to 


deviate away from his trouble¬ 
making days to become 
something akin to vaguely 
respectable as he considers his 
current lifestyle against those of 
his peers, and how different 
opportunities and choices can 
lead to extremely different 
outcomes. His natural confidence 
and charm allow him to tread 


gracefully across more sensitive 
topics, leaving many of his 
contemporaries behind. 

Jamali has also appeared on 
some of the most popular TV 
panel shows, including Live at the 
Apollo, 8 out of 10 Cats and The 
John Bishop Show, as well as 
being one of the faces for the 
Viceland TV channel with his 


own series, Hate Thy Neighbour. 
Other TV credits include Alan 
Davies As Yet Untitled (BBC), Safe 
Word (ITV2) and Live At The 
Comedy Store (Comedy Central). 

Within his first two years of 
performing, Jamali won the 
Comedy Cafe New Act of the Year 
Competition and the Chortle 
Student Comedy Award, and at 
the 2015 Edinburgh Fringe he 
joined a long list of comedy stars 
as part of the prestigious 
Pleasance Comedy Reserve. Since 
then he has supported Jim 
Jefferies at London’s Hyde Park 
and has performed at many of the 
UK’s biggest festivals, including 
Bestival, Altitude, Camp Bestival 
and Latitude. 

Jamlai Maddix will be at the Soho 
Theatre from February 27 until 
March 4. For more information, visit 
the website www.sohotheatre.com 
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A PLAY about a terrorist at¬ 
tack in London might not be 
everyone’s idea of an enter¬ 
taining evening out at the the¬ 
atre - but Stuart Slade has 
scored a real triumph with 
his rom-com-come-tragedy BU21 at Trafalgar 
Studio2. 

Following an acclaimed run at Theatre503, 
the play, which focuses on a group of sur¬ 
vivors, gets the elements of comedy and 
tragedy spot on, with a powerful and some¬ 
times gruesome set of tales. 

It is told anecdotally by a mishmash of 
West Londoners. 

We are given the news that a plane from 
New York to London has been blown out of 
the sky over Fulham by a shoulder-mounted 
rocket launcher, leaving whole streets and 
communities felled in its wake. 

An office worker has lost her mother, a 
brash city banker his cheating girlfriend, 
and a young Asian man his father in a clever 
twist which ultimately tests our stereotypes. 

There is also a victim who has suffered life¬ 
changing injuries and a caricatured working- 
class chav who has gained celebrity status 
after an appearance on television in the im¬ 
mediate aftermath of the tragedy, alongside 
a dithering socialite struggling to come to 
terms with the vision of horror she faced 


when one of the victims landed in her bac 
garden. Nothing and no-one is spared t 
trauma, with all of the repugnant details i 
tently depicted - burned and severed flesh c 
scribed as “like pulled pork” and a boc 
described as “meat” - but the telling nev 
feels irreverent and instead adds necessai 
realism to set the tone. 

Dan Pick’s virtually bare stage, save 1 
some plastic chairs and a tea trolley, furth< 
allows the focus to be the story and the i 
pact of the horrific event, with the actors’ i 
tricate emotional journey fully exposed wil 
the audience in such close proximity. 

Alex Forsyth steals the show as the arr 
gant, laddish banker, uncomfortably brea 
ing the fourth wall and including audience 
members in his rantings, while Florence 
Roberts and Graham O’Mara illustrate 
the fact that an event of this magnitude 
doesn’t discriminate between class. 

Hard-hitting, traumatic yet ex¬ 
tremely amusing, BU21 encapsulates 
the pessimistic British sense of hu- ' 
mour - and with a fictional horror 
story, which is entirely plausible, it 
leaves you laughing with a disquieting 
sense of foreboding. 

BU21 runs at Trafalgar Studio2 uni 
February 18. For more details, visit atgtic 
ets.com. 
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Amaluna - performed by 
Cirque du Soleil 

Royal Albert Hall 

***** 

I’VE heard great things about 
Cirque du Soleil but the return 
of their celebrated show 
Amaluna marked my first ex¬ 
perience of the famed circus 
practitioners, writes Nicky 
Sweetland. 

Although I’ve always loved 
acrobatics and juggling - I ac¬ 
tually own a unicycle -1 was a 
put off from circus when at a 
young age by the uncomfort¬ 
able wooden seats, sawdust 
and the chill of an unheated 
big top. 

It turns out that my resis¬ 
tance to the art form is un¬ 


founded, however, and the per¬ 
formance by the world- 
renowned masters of 
calisthenics proved one of the 
most thrilling theatrical expe¬ 
riences I’ve ever experienced. 

Loosely based on Shake¬ 
speare’s The Tempest, 
Amaluna is packed with 
breathtaking aerial stunts, as¬ 
tonishingly acrobatics and 
stunning symbolism. 

With a thumping rock 
soundtrack and dazzling stage 
effects, the love story becomes 
a spectacle - and when the 
clowning expertise of Mainha 
and Papulya is added to the 
mix, you are greeted with all 
of the elements of a traditional 
circus but with a whole lot 
more pizazz. 


Highlights include an asym¬ 
metric-bar routine performed 
by a troupe of feisty goddesses, 
an aerial hoop display exe¬ 
cuted 30 feet above the cav¬ 
ernous auditorium, and a 
mesmerising water sequence 
which is driven by the narra¬ 
tive of the central character’s 
burgeoning love. 

There are themes of female 
empowerment woven into the 
plot, with 70 per cent of the 
cast made up of women and 
the awesome band entirely 
propelled by girl power. 

A theatrical spectacular that 
is not to be missed, Amaluna 
continues at the Royal Albert 
Hall until February 26. For 
more details about the show, 
visittroyalalberthall.com. 
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Capital nights 
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gigguide 


Compiled by Jack Dixon 



Echobelly 

The Lexington, Islington 
Tuesday January 24 

Nineties indie rock heroes who 
rode the Brit-pop wave 
alongside Pulp, Blur and Oasis. 
Inspired by Blondie and The 
Smiths, the band balance fast 
guitar riffs with singer Sonya 
Madan’s hushed bubblegum 
vocals. Enjoyed success with 
the number four album On, in 
1995, which yielded the hit 
single King Of The Kerb. 



Simian Mobile Disco 

Village Underground, Shoreditch 
Friday January 27 

London electronic duo known 
for analogue production 
techniques and popular dance 
beats. Have gained notoriety 
in recent years for remixing 
music by Muse, Klaxons and 
The Go! Team. Returned last 
year with Welcome To 
Sideways after two-year 
absence. 


ELODIC, direct 
and brimming 
with emotional 
urgency, the 
long-awaited re¬ 
turn of indie ar¬ 
chitects British Sea Power is here 
at last. 

Throughout their colourful lifes¬ 
pan as a band, the Brighton outfit 
have taken a broad and panoramic 
perspective that has drawn on his¬ 
torical events while mirroring the 
ageless wonders of the natural 
world. 

Their comeback album - Let The 
Dancers Inherit The Party - contin¬ 
ues in the band’s grand tradition, 
covering subject matter that spans 
the astronomical glory of the star- 
spangled night sky to the twisted 
methodology of media manipula¬ 
tion. 

A contemporary record for trou¬ 
bled times, the album alludes to a 
world full of chaos and disorder 
while setting out an agenda of opti¬ 
mism and hope. 

“It was made to a background of 
politicians perfecting the art of un¬ 
abashed lying, of social-media echo 
chambers, of clickbait and elec¬ 
tronic Tonka toys to keep us enter¬ 
tained and befuddled,” says 
guitarist Martin Noble. 

“All this can easily make the in¬ 
dividual feel futile. But I think 
we’ve ended up addressing this con¬ 
fusion in an invigorating way, 
rather than imprisoning the lis¬ 
tener in melancholy.” 

Musically, it’s British Sea 
Power’s most direct album to date - 
and perhaps the first to hold on to a 
coherent sense of mood throughout. 

Recorded last year - part in Lon¬ 
don, part in Sussex, part on the Isle 
of Skye - it follows the band’s 
string of five LPs on the iconic 
Rough Trade label. 

So committed are they to the 
cause that BSP now hold the proud 


honour of being the longest contin¬ 
ually signed band in the label’s his¬ 
tory. 

While Rough Trade have been a 
vital factor in the band’s rise to 
fame, so have their fans. 

The new album was actually li¬ 
censed from the band’s own Golden 
Chariot label to Caroline Interna¬ 
tional - and funded entirely by its 
remarkably dedicated audience. 

Donations were collected via a 
‘pay-in’ programme, with pledges 
enabling the listener to cash in on 
anything from a limited-edition box 
set of the album to a £1,500 tattoo 
that allows entry to all of the band’s 
future shows. 

British Sea Power may be big 
thinkers. But their faith in their 
fans demonstrates again a fascina¬ 
tion with the individual in a global 


age. “There wasn’t a plan to create 
an album with any particular sub¬ 
ject matter but we’ve kind of ended 
up with a case of ‘think global, act 
local’,” explains Noble. 

“An album where individuals are 
dealing with their domestic and 
personal lives against a background 
of uncontrollable international lu¬ 
nacy.” 

Let The Dancers Inherit The Party 
follows the 2013 album Machineries 
Of Joy - a record praised by influ¬ 
ential music magazine Q as “a tri¬ 
umph of sophisticated rock 
engineering”. 

In the four years since, British 
Sea Power have kept busy, releas¬ 
ing two film soundtracks, a reissue 
and a compilation. 

They even found time to pen the 
theme music to BT Sport’s coverage 


of the European Football Champi¬ 
onships last summer. 

All the while they have en¬ 
thralled fans by playing gigs in ever 
more bizarre and unconventional 
locations, winning praise from 
celebrity followers including Doc¬ 
tor Who, Harry Potter and Sherlock 
Holmes - Peter Capaldi, Daniel Rad- 
cliffe and Benedict Cumberbatch 
have all declared an interest. 

2017 may be the year of calm after 
the international storm that was its 
predecessor. 

But British Sea Power are set to 
ride their own musical wave all the 
way to the top. 

British Sea Power will perform at 
the 02 Shepherd’s Bush Empire on 
Wednesday April 12. The new 
album, Let The Dancers Inherit The 
Party, is out on March 31. 


Scatty, mad-hat method is just the ticket 




Black Sabbath 

The 02, Greenwich 
Sunday January 29 

Legendary British metal band 
fronted by iconic singer Ozzy 
Osbourne. Most famous for 
rock classic Paranoid, the 
band are still touring with 
original members Tony Iommi 
and Geezer Butler. The 02 
show is slated as part of the 
band’s final ever tour before 
hanging up their instruments. 



REVIEW 

Ross Noble 

Richmond Theatre 

**** 

“WITH my show titles I attempt to be¬ 
come the Ronseal of comedy - they do 
exactly what they say on the tin,” says 
Geordie comic Ross Noble, describing 
his latest routine Brain Dump. 

“This is me dumping all the stuff 
that’s in my head into a theatrical con¬ 
text.” 

He revealed in a recent interview that 
the idea for the title actually came from 
a scathing Amazon review for one of his 
previous DVDs. 

Describing the comedian’s scattergun ap¬ 
proach as a “brain dump” was supposed to 
be an insult - but Noble took the words as a 
compliment. It’s a beautifully succinct way 


to sum up the freestyle wonder wander to 
which Noble treats his audience at the Rich¬ 
mond Theatre. 

He catapults from one barmy idea to the 
next, it’s as if he’s constantly on a timer - 


only 15 seconds to crack the laugh from 
each brainwave before he jolts haphaz¬ 
ardly on to the next. 

It’s hard to pick out the building 
blocks of Noble’s routine, so prone is he 
to meandering wildly off-course. 

But the scatty, mad-hat method is just 
the ticket, allowing the 40-something 
stand-up to build a rapport with his au¬ 
dience, which culminates in an end-of- 
show ovation for the front-row fans 
who unwittingly became the supporting 
cast. 

Noble is famous on the circuit for his 
rambling monologues, often marauding 
miles off topic before boomeranging 
back to the thrust of his (often nonsen¬ 
sical) main point. 

It may not be a masterclass in spin¬ 
ning the perfect argument - but Noble is a 
genius entertainer all the same. 

Jack Dixon 
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N othing the world holds 

could match the love waiting 
for me in Mexico City, Mor¬ 
rissey once said. Of all the 
cities the legendary singer 
has performed in - as the 
frontman with The Smiths and later as a 
solo artist - he has singled out the South 
American capital as a home from home. 

While he complains of toxic derision from 
the music Press in Britain, the boy who fa¬ 
mously carried “a thorn in his side” is full of 
love for his Mexican cousins. 

And, it seems, the feeling’s mutual. In 
Mexico, Morrissey has always been a 
prophet with honour. His songs of love, loss 
and longing, loaded with powerful imagery, 
have found a huge audience and chimed 
with generations raised on rancheras. 

One band in particular - a Mexican super¬ 
group comprising some of the country’s 
best-known musicians - has begun to mone¬ 
tise this fandom. 

Mexrissey, a bootleg tribute band of the 
most unusual variety, are in the midst of a 
UK tour taking to many of the stages graced 
by their hero over the years. 

Combining Morrissey’s often morose 
lyrics detailing the trials of a frustrated En¬ 
glish existence with upbeat mariachi music 
might seem something of a mismatch. 

But Moz’s famous songs are reimagined 
with tenderness and attention to detail by 
skilful instrumentalists. 

Andy Wood, director of the La Linea Festi¬ 
val in London, approached Mexican musi¬ 
cian Camilo Lara with the initial idea three 
years ago. 

“It just felt like time,” he said. “I had a 
sense of the feeling for Morrissey in Mexico 
and the way that his music could connect 
with so much in Mexican music.” 

Mexrissey released their first album - No 
Manchester - last year (the title is now a cul¬ 
tural colloquialism for “Are you kidding 
me?”) after the band found stylistic similari¬ 
ties between the Smithsonian compositions. 

The First Of The Gang To Die - probably 
Moz’s most overtly Mexican track, including 
its tragi-comic mobster hero Hector - is an 


obvious starting point. But the band also 
take on all manner of the singer’s hits, fea¬ 
turing versions of The Last Of The Interna¬ 
tional Playboys, Suedehead and The More 
You Ignore Me, The Closer I Get among oth¬ 
ers. 

Lara said: “I always thought that there 
were these invisible lines between what 
Morrissey and Manchester represents and 
what Mexican pop culture has. 

“I think for the people that know the 
songs, I’m sure that they will be amazed that 
they can go into these directions of cumbia 
and boleros, and sound actually as 
if they were written in that 
style.” 

Having said that, it’ 
the words, the play¬ 
ful turns of phrase 
and trademark 
wailing that are 
trickiest to trans¬ 
late. 

“We try to get a 
glimpse of the po¬ 
etry in Morrissey’s 
work and to capture 
the history, the anger 
and the happiness at the 
same time. That has been a 
challenge.” 

The band performed their first show in 
April 2015 but have shot to notoriety in less 
than two years. 

A sold-out main-stage debut at London’s 
La Linea Festival was soon followed by an 
emotional gig in Manchester, the spiritual 
home of Morrissey’s music. 

And triumphant shows in New York and 
Los Angeles - where the singer now lives - 
have established Mexrissey on the interna¬ 
tional stage. 

Their success is both a marker of Moz’s 
enduring appeal as an artist and his mytho¬ 
logical musical status. 

But it also goes to show that true greats 
never fail to inspire others to new and re¬ 
markable feats of invention. 

Mexrissey perform at the 02 Shepherd’s 
Bush Empire on Saturday January 28. The 
album No Manchester is out now. 


Khayeliisha - Wly Home ^^ 

M AFRICA 

CIRCUS OF THE SENSES 

^ ^ "Exuberant, 


xj 


high-energy 

itertainment" 

NEW YORK TIMES 


An acrobatic extravaganza of circus, dance and live music 

IfInlH IPIAC©CIK< 21 Feb-11 Mar 


020 7863 8222 peacocktheatre.com Hoiborn 
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Classified 



Post: London Weekly News, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, 
Penge, SE20 7TS 

Email: candy.brown@slp.co.uk Telephone: 0208 768 4919 


Accounts & Book¬ 
keeping 


Small Business Accountant 

• Business Start Ups • Book-Keeping 
• Self-Assessment Tax Returns • HMRC Penalty Appeals 
• Ltd Co Accounts »Tax &VAT Problems Resolved 
• PAYE &VAT Services • Business Rescue 
• Bankruptcy Advice & Solution 
Watt & Co Accountants Ltd 
Tel. 0208-819-4859 
Confidential, No Obligation Consultation 


Legal Services 


CONSIDERING BANKRUPTCY? 

Specialist Insolvency advisor with over 20 years’ 
experience can help with debt or other financial problems. 
Aggressive creditors dealt with. Bailiff action halted. 
Fire-fighting financial problems is our business! 

Call for a confidential, no-obligation consultation. 

Tel. 0208-819-4859 

Days/Evenings 


Business Opportunities 


START YOUR OWN BUSINESS 


Tired of working for someone else or of being unemployed? 
We specialise in helping people set up their own business 
including setting up your new business, obtaining grants & 
start-up finance, how to import goods from abroad, marketing 
advice & ongoing support and mentoring. Call for a 
confidential, no-obligation chat about becoming your own boss. 

8:0208-819-4859 


Watt & Co Accountants Ltd 


Articles for 
Sale 

NEW RECLINING CHAIR 

brown; Carpet steam new 
cleaner, Fish Lava Lamp £35 
and under. Call 020 7733 0623 
Brixton 

Wanted 


Wanted 


HORNBY MODEL railway 
trains wanted, all other makes 
considered, good prices paid 
for your Locos and Rolling 
stock. Please call 020 8304 
9180 with details 


COLLECTOR WANTS 
TO BUY ANY OLD 
ENGLISH COINS IN 
GOLD, SILVER OR 
COOPER AND 
ANY COIN SETS. 
CALL: 0208 699 6677 


Articles Wanted 


OUT OF THE FLOOR RECORDS 

25 Years in Camden NW1 

313UDM2 T7& 5!*33> 

REGGAE + ALL JAMAICAN MUSIC 

(+60’s, 70’s Soul, Jazz, Boogie, Disco, Hip Hop, Etc.) 
Forget the rest! We pay the best!! Cash Waiting!! 

Jake 020 7485 9958 / 07961 315874 


Beds & 
Bedroom 

One luxurious polyester hol¬ 
low fibre single duvet with 
cover different side for boys and 
girls £ 15,00 0207-7331836 
+07877818162 

Blinds 

Curtains 


TWO PAIRS RED VELOUR 
CURTAINS lined, 90x90; 
64x90 as new £70.00 ono. Call 
020 8317 3907 

Electrical 


COOK WORKS 3 tier food 
steamer, unwanted gift, 1/2 
price £10.00 Lewisham Call 
07944 777426 


Furniture 


EXTENDING WOODEN DIN¬ 
NER TABLE (made ini 960's) 
Seats 6 people £35 only; 
kitchen work top (mixed black 
U& brown) brand new £25.00 
only. Call 020 8543 9874 (call 
afer 7pm) 

TABLE & SIX CHAIRS Oak fin¬ 
ish frame, house style VGC, 
£90.00; Pine head board for4ft 
pine double bed, pine affect, 
£70 VGC. Call 0208 641 4238 

LEATHER ARM CHAIR very 
good condition, only £15 sorry 
can't delivery. Call 020 8767 
3806 


Sports & 
Leisure 


8 different golf clubs in very 
good conditions any offers 
please call 0207-7331836 
+07877818162 


Home Services 


Aerial Satellite Services 



New roofs and all repairs 

★ Flat roofs 

★ uPVC fascia soffits and guttering 

All types of general building work 

★ Garages ★Extensions ★Outbuildings 

★Sheds ★Summerhouses 
★ Groundwork ★Fencing ★Turfing ★Walls 

★ Landscaping ★Driveways and patios 

We only use quality products 
Advice and help, just Call us 


FREE ESTIMATES FREE SITE SURVEYS 


Call: 0203 633 0114 
Mobile: 07438 930 362 

www.dryridgeroofingandbuildingsolutions.co.uk 


Building 


ALL PLASTERING 
And Small 
Building work 

All areas covered 

Please call Jeff on 

07597 663 838 



E 


iectiot 

= 020 8768 49 


0 


Painting & 
-v Decorating 


NOTICED 

ADVERTISE 

YOUR 

BUSINESS HERE 

CALL 

020 8768 4920 


DECORATING 

ZONE 

Small Building Work 
Fencing, Painting 
Plastering 
Walls/Floor/Tiling 
Fitted Bathroom 
Fitted Door/Locks 
Fitted Kitchen 
16 Years Experience 

07947 667135 


Skip Hire 


Rubbish 


Building Waste, 
Garden & House 
Clearance, Garages 
& all Electrical Items 

07434 113 611 
07900 467 898 


Storage & Removals 


MR 
REMOVALS 

From £20 per hour 

Reliable men with vans for removals. 
Single items to houses, flats, offices 
and clearance. 

Anytime, anywhere. 
(Separate van for rubbish clearance.) 
Fully insured. 

020 3302 2275 
07773 673 535 

info@mrbeeremovals.com 

www.mrbeeremovals.com 


VAN & 

2 MEN 

WILL MOVE 
ANYTHING 
ANYTIME. 

07941 072 332 
0208 309 7223 


Leisure 

Car Boot 
Sales 


BATTERSEA 
BOOT SALE 

HARRIS ACADEMY 

BATTERSEA PARK ROAD (A3205), 
SW11 5AP 

EVERY SUNDAY 
AFTERNOON 

1.30-5.00PM 
OPEN RAIN OR SHINE 
BUYERS ENTRY 
1.30pm - 50p 
BUYERS from 12pm - £3 

SELLERS MUST BOOK IN ADVANCE 

www.batterseaboot.com 
24 HR INFO: 07941 383 588 

Jumble 
Sales 


ST JOHNS 
TABLE TOP 
SALE 

Every Wednesday, 
Friday & Saturday 

Weather permitting 
8am-3pm 

Fulham/North End Road 

Bookings phone: 

Paul 07590 048 511 

www.stjohnstabletop.co.uk 


Best for 
News, 
Sport, 
Jobs, 
Cars, 
Homes 
YOUR 
local 

newspaper 


T 1 -BT WEEKLY 

London News 



V 

11 



It 



7 




1 


Ed 



To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 

CLASSIFICATION 


Telephone Number inc. Code . 

Town. 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) 


London Weekly News, FREE ADS 
Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS 


ANY ITEMS UNDER £50 FREE. PETS, 
LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 
ITEMS OVER £50 PLEASE CALL CLARRY: 

020 8768 4931 

PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY. 





























































































































TUESDAY JANUARY 24 2017 


LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 23 


LONDON WEEKLY JOBS 



An opportunity has come up to joiisT 
the Reception/Administration Team 
at our GP Practice 

We are looking for a hardworking and 
dedicated team player who is passionate 
about healthcare with strong IT and customer 
service skills. 

Please provide a covering letter and a CV to: 
The Practice Manager at Vesta Road Surgery, 
58 Vesta Road, London, SE4 2NH 

The role is for a position of 
20-30 hours per week. 

Salary negotiable depending on experience 
Closing date is: 31.01.2017 


To advertise in 

Recruitment 

please contact 

020 8768 4923 
020 8768 4924 


OUT OF 
WORK? 


Ring 

020 7738 2455 

walter.coles@btinternet.com 

Ring between 
4.30pm to 6.30pm 


Looking for Driver 

to drive small van in 
SW2 area. 
Flexible hours. 

Contact 
079844 10445 



THE RITZ LONDON 

Come and join our team! 

'7 was told once you have the Ritz on your CVfor 1 year you 
can work anywhere in the world, but here I am ten years later 
because I don't want to leave! " Housekeeper Supervisor 2017 



We offer: 

Full Time: 8am - 4.30pm & 

Part Time - 10am-2pm, llam-3pm, 
or 5pm- 11pm 

£100 Oyster Card to start you off! 

• Meals on duty •Complimentary uniform 
•Laundry Service 
•Training & Development 
•Career progression opportunities 
•Childcare Vouchers*Cycle to Work Scheme 
•Salary 17.5% above London Average* 

Please Contact: 0207 300 2528 today! 

* Source: Caterer 

COME AND JOIN OUR TEAM! 


OPDC 

OLD OAK AND 
PARK ROYAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

CORPORATION 


Park Royal Manager Ref:opDC3038 

£51,732 per annum 

Help businesses harness the potential of impressive regeneration. 

This is your chance to shape London's largest regeneration project as part of the Mayor of 
London's Old Oak and Park Royal Development Corporation (OPDC). You'll help deliver the 
Mayor's vision for jobs and growth as you play your part in our plans for the regeneration and 
enhancement of the Park Royal industrial estate. 

Leading the delivery of the Park Royal Strategy and Delivery Plan will involve working closely with 
the Park Royal business community to understand their needs and the issues they face. You will 
develop and manage focused support to enable these businesses to harness the benefits of the 
regeneration project. What's more, you will support OPDC to deliver programmes and projects, 
conduct business research, create policy, and to develop a30-year vision for the development of 
the Park Royal industrial estate, which supports its economic and physical development. 

You will come to us with a proven track record of project management, including driving the 
delivery of high profile, public facing or corporate projects. You will have experience of working 
with or alongside the public and private sector together with a sound understanding of the 
differences in their perspectives and values. The communication skills and credibility to build 
business relationships at all levels will be essential, as will familiarity with economics and business 
policies. Above all, you will have the drive and determination to ensurethat Park Royal retains its 
position as London's largest and the UK's most successful industrial estate. 


Senior Engagement Officer Ref: opdcsooi 

£41,827 per annum West London and Union Street, SE1 

Passionate about engaging with local communities? Motivated by the potential for regeneration 
to create new opportunities for local residents and businesses in London? 

An exciting role has arisen at Old Oak and Park Royal Development Corporation (OPDC) for an 
individual with excellent communications, relationship management and interpersonal skills 
to lead the OPDC Engagement Strategy with local residents, community groups, businesses, 
boroughs, major stakeholders and partners within Old Oak and Park Royal in West London. 
Established in April 2015 by the Mayor of London, OPDC is the local planning authority for Old 
Oak and Park Royal, and has powers to facilitate regeneration of the area. Working as part of the 
Communications and Engagement team, and with line management responsibilities, you will 
deliver the OPDC Community Engagement Strategy and support statutory consultation 
requirements as well as other corporate priorities. You will plan and manage statutory public 
consultation processes for the Local Plan, community engagement events, a youth engagement 
programme and work with developers using your expertise to advise on their consultations. You 
will have experience and be confident in engaging hard-to-reach groups using a variety of 
communications methods, processes and (on and offline) channels, and be comfortable using 
different research techniques. You'll also have the written communication skills to analyse and 
report on consultation findings. 

As OPDC's eyes and ears locally, you will take a leading role to conduct stakeholder mapping and 
build relationships by spending 2-3 days a week meeting and engaging local communities, visiting 
local groups, attending workshops and events to understand aspirations and concerns and be 
clear on 'our story' and benefits for the area. You will be an ambassador for OPDC and use 
intelligence gathered from your engagements to maintain a stakeholder database, keep OPDC 
colleagues apprised and inform development of short and long-term projects at the Corporation. 


We are committed to being an inclusive employer and we are happy to consider flexible working arrangements and welcome applications from candidates seeking part time work as these roles are 
open to job share. 

In addition to a good salary package, we offer an attractive range of benefits including 30 days' annual leave, interest free season ticket loan, interest free bicycle loan, childcare voucher scheme and 
a career average pension scheme. 

To find out more about either of these roles, please go to www.london.gov.uk/jobs Closing date for both roles: Sunday 5 February 2017 at 23:59. 

London's diversity is its biggest asset and we strive to ensure our workforce reflects London's diversity at all levels. 

We welcome applications from everyone regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, faith or disability. WWW.londOfl.gOV.uk/Opdc 
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Public Notices 


LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

SECTION 14(1) 

(HAMMERSMITH BRIDGE) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives notice that in 
order to facilitate deck repair works to be carried out in the above named road; it intends to 
make an Order the effect of which would prohibit vehicular traffic in a section of the above 
named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, no person 
shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or unload on Hammersmith Bridge. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be in place via xxxx 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to premises, so far 
as it is practical without interference with the execution of the said work and for works 
vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes and 
anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on the 11th February 2017 and would be valid for a 
maximum period of 18 months or until works are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Saturday 11th February 2017 and last for 9 days. 
The dates specified are for guidance and informative purposes only and works may extend 
outside these dates. 

Dated this 13th day of January 2017 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 


LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

SECTION 14(1) 

(BLOEMFONTEIN ROAD) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives notice that in 
order to facilitate Water Main works to be carried out in the above named road, it made an 
Order the effect of which prohibits vehicular traffic in a section of the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, no person 
shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or unload in a section of Bloemfontein 

Road at its junction with Bloemfontein Avenue. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be in place via Ellerslie Road. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to premises, so far 
as it is practical without interference with the execution of the said work and for works 
vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes and 
anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order will come into operation on the 30th January 2017 and will be valid for a 
maximum period of 18 months or until works are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works are expected to commence on Monday 30th January 2017 and last for 4 days. The 
dates specified are for guidance and informative purposes only and works may extend 
outside these dates. 

Dated this 20th day of January 2017 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 

LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

THE HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM (THE HAMMERSMITH AND 
FULHAM) (ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING PLACES) 
(AMENDMENT NO. 3) ORDER 20** 

1. NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 
propose to make the above Order under section 6 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 as 
amended. 

2. The general nature and effect of the Hammersmith and Fulham (Electric Vehicle Charging Places) 
(Amendment No. 3) Order 2017 is to amend the Hammersmith and Fulham (Electric Vehicle Charging 
Places) Order 2016 by introducing and revoking designated Electric Vehicle charging bays on the 
roads listed in the schedule to this notice. 

3. A copy of the proposed Orders, the Councils statement of reasons for proposing to make the Orders 
and documents giving more detailed particulars of them, can be inspected during normal office hours 
on Mondays to Fridays inclusive, until the end of a period of 6 weeks beginning with the date on 
which the Orders are made, in the offices of the Transport and Highways Department at the address 
stated in paragraph 4 below. 

4. Any person wishing to object to the proposed Orders or make other representations should send a 
statement in writing to that effect and, in the case of an objection, stating the grounds thereof, to the 
following address: 

Transport and Highways Department, Environmental Services, Town Hall Extension, King Street, 
Hammersmith, W6 9JU - until the expiration of 21 days from the date on which this Notice is published. 
Dated this 20th January 2017 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 

Schedule: 

Playfair Street, Erconwald Street, Hartswood Road, Sawley Road, Waldo Road, Wormholt Terrace, 

Bagley’s Lane, Brook Green, Kelvedon Road, Margravine Gardens Paddenswick Road, Watermeadow 

Lane, Edith Row and Blacks Road 


LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

SECTION 14(1) 

(NASCOT STREET) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives notice that in 
order to facilitate Gas Main works to be carried out in the above named road, it made an 

Order the effect of which prohibits vehicular traffic in a section of the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, no person 
shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or unload in a section of Nascot Street. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be in place via Wood Lane, Caverswall 

Street, Eymham Road and Glenroy Street. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to premises, so far 
as it is practical without interference with the execution of the said work and for works 
vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes and 
anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order will come into operation on the 30th January 2017 and will be valid for a 
maximum period of 18 months or until works are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works are expected to commence on Monday 30th January 2017 and last for 3 days. The 
dates specified are for guidance and informative purposes only and works may extend 
outside these dates. 

Dated this 20th day of January 2017 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 

LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

SECTION 14(1) 

(FULHAM PALACE ROAD) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives notice that in 
order to facilitate Thames Water works to be carried out in the above named road; it intends 
to make an Order the effect of which would prohibit southbound vehicular traffic in a section 
of the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, no person 
shall cause any vehicle to proceed in a southbound direction, stop, wait, load or unload in a 
section of Fulham Palace Road between A Block Guinness Trust Buildings and Yeldham 

Road. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would not be required. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to premises, so far 
as it is practical without interference with the execution of the said work and for works 
vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes and 
anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on the 13th February 2017 and would be valid for a 
maximum period of 18 months or until works are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Monday 13th February 2017 and last for 4 days. 
The dates specified are for guidance and informative purposes only and works may extend 
outside these dates. 

Dated this 20th day of January 2017 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 


LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

SECTION 14(1) 

(EDITH ROAD) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives notice that in 
order to facilitate telecommunication works to be carried out in the above named road, it 
made an Order the effect of which prohibits vehicular traffic in a section of the above named 
road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, no person 
shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, load or unload in a section of Hammersmith 
Road opposite its junction with Edith Road. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be in place via Holland Road, Addison 

Crescent & Addison Road. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to premises, so far 
as it is practical without interference with the execution of the said work and for works 
vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes and 
anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order will come into operation on the 4th February 2017 and will be valid for a 
maximum period of 18 months or until works are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works are expected to commence on day Saturday 4th February 2017 and last for 3 days. 

The dates specified are for guidance and informative purposes only and works may extend 
outside these dates. 

Dated this 20th day of January 2017 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
DESIGNATION OF AN AREA FOR SELECTIVE LICENSING 2016 
Section 80, Housing Act 2004 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN in accordance with Section 83 Housing Act 2004 (Notification Requirements Relating to 
Designation) that the London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham acting as local housing authority in exercise of its powers 
under Section 80 of the Housing Act 2004 has designated the area described in paragraph 4 for selective licensing. 

CITATION. COMMENCEMENT AND DURATION 

1. This designation may be cited as the London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham Designation for an Area for Selective 
Licensing 2016. 

2. This designation is made on 13 December 2016 and shall come into force on 5 June 2017. 

3. This designation shall cease to have effect on 4 June 2022 or earlier if the Council revokes the scheme under section 84 of 
the Act. 

AREA TO WHICH THE DESIGNATION APPLIES 

4. The designation applies to the following streets as listed at Annex A. 

APPLICATION OF THE DESIGNATION 

5. This designation applies to any house which is let or occupied under a tenancy or licence within the area described in 
paragraph 4 unless : 

a) the house is a house in multiple occupation and is required to be licensed under Part 2 of the Act; 

b) the tenancy or licence of the house has been granted by a registered social landlord; 

c) the house is subject to an Interim or Final Management Order under Part 4 of the Act; 

d) the house is subject to a temporary exemption under section 86 of the Act; or 

e) the house is occupied under a tenancy or licence which is exempt under the Act or the occupation is of a building or part of 
a building so exempt as defined in The Selective Licensing of Houses (Specified Exemptions) (England) Order 2006 SI 
370/2006 

EFFECT OF THE DESIGNATION 

6. Subject to sub paragraphs 5(a) to (e) every house in the area specified in paragraph 4 that is occupied under a tenancy or 
licence shall be required to be licensed under section 85 of the Act. 

INSPECTION OF DOCUMENTS/APPLICATION FOR LICENCE 

7. If you are a landlord, managing agent, or a tenant, and wish to inspect this designation, apply for a licence or require further 
information, this is available from: 

Private Housing, Environmental Health, 

London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham, 

Town Hall, King Street, 

Hammersmith London W6 9JU 

Email: phs@lbhf.gov.uk Tel: 020 8753 1221 

The designation does not require confirmation by the Secretary of State and falls within a general approval issued by the 
Secretary of State under Section 82 of the Act, namely the Housing Act 2004: Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation and 
Selective Licensing of Other Residential Accommodation (England) General Approval 2010. 

Any private landlord, property manager or tenant owning, managing or occupying a property within this area is advised to seek 
advice from the Council’s Housing Standards Team by telephone on 020 8753 1221 by email to phs@lbhf.gov.uk or in writing 
to London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham, Town Hall, King Street, Hammersmith, London W6 9JU to determine whether 
their property is affected by the designation. Private landlords who own property in the area or any person that controls or 
manages property in the area will be required from 5 June 2017 to apply for a licence. 

ENFORCEMENT 

8. Upon the Designation coming into force on 5 June 2017 any person who operates a licensable property without a licence 
shall be guilty of an offence under Section 95(1) of the Act. A person who breaches a condition of a licence is liable to 
prosecution and upon summary conviction liable to an unlimited fine. 

London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham Executive approval 12 December 2016 


Annex A: Streets in Hammersmith & Fulham were Selective Licensing applies 

Adie Road 

Harwood Terrace 

St John’s Close 

Aldensley Road 

Hawksmoor Street 

Stanwick Road 

Armadale Road 

Hazlitt Mews 

Station Approach 

Askew Crescent 

Hilary Close 

Sterne Street 

Askew Road 

Hofland Road 

Stud land Street 

Aspen lea Road 

Hopgood Street 

Sulivan Road 

Astrop Mews 

Imperial Road 

Talgarth Road 

Astrop Terrace 

Jerdan Place 

Tamarisk Square 

Augustine Road 

Kenmont Gardens 

Telephone Place 

Barb Mews 

Kilmarsh Road 

Terrick Street 

Basuto Road 

King Street 

Trevanion Road 

Batoum Gardens 

King’s Road 

Tyrawley Road 

Batson Street 

Lalor Street 

Upper Mall 

Beaconsfield Terrace Road 

Lamington Street 

Uxbridge Road 

Beavor Lane 

Lanfrey Place 

Dalling Road 

Bentworth Road 

Langford Road 

Dawes Road 

Beryl Road 

Larnach Road 

Devon port Road 

Bishop’s Avenue 

Leamore Street 

Down Place 

Bloemfontein Road 

Lettice Street 

Dunraven Road 

Bloemfontein Way 

Leysfield Road 

Eddiscombe Road 

Both well Street 

Lilac Street 

Effie Place 

Bramble Gardens 

Lime Grove 

Effie Road 

Britannia Road 

Loris Road 

Elysium Place 

Broomhouse Lane 

Lower Mall 

Epirus Mews 

Bryony Road 

Luxemburg Gardens 

Erconwald Street 

Bulwer Street 

Macbeth Street 

Fane Street 

Byam Street 

Macfarlane Road 

Farm Lane 

Cactus Walk 

Mandela Close 

Felden Street 

Cambria Street 

Palliser Road 

Fielding Road 

Cambridge Grove 

Parsons Green 

Filmer Road 

Cassidy Road 

Parsons Green Lane 

Firth Gardens 

Cathnor Road 

Peterborough Mews 

Maurice Street 

Caverswall Street 

Poplar Mews 

Meldon Close 

Caxton Road 

Porten Road 

Melina Road 

Chancellors Road 

Primula Street 

Melrose Terrace 

Charlow Close 

Purcell Crescent 

Micklethwaite Road 

Clancarty Road 

Ravenscourt Avenue 

Milson Road 

Colehill Lane 

Ravenscourt Park 

Molesford Road 

Commonwealth Avenue 

Ravenscourt Place 

Moore Park Road 

Coningham Mews 

Raynham Road 

New King’s Road 

Coulter Road 

Red more Road 

Norbroke Street 

Crabtree Lane 

Reporton Road 

Normand Road 

Daffodil Street 

Rickett Street 

North End Crescent 

Foxglove Street 

Rigault Road 

North End Road 

Frithville Gardens 

Rockley Road 

Old Oak Road 

Fulham Broadway 

Rosebury Road 

Ollgar Close 

Fulham High Street 

Ryecroft Street 

Ormiston Grove 

Fulham Park Road 

Scrubs Lane 

Overstone Road 

Fulham Road 

Shepherd’s Bush Place 

Vereker Road 

Galloway Road 

Shepherd’s Bush Road 

Wallflower Street 

Glenroy Street 

Sherbrooke Road 

Waterford Road 

Glenthorne Road 

Shortlands 

Watermeadow Lane 

Goldhawk Mews Goldhawk Road 

Snowbury Road 

Wells Road 

Goodwin Road 

South Black Lion Lane 

Wood Lane 

Gorleston Street 

Southcombe Street 

Wood lawn Road 

Grimston Road 

Southerton Road 

Woodstock Grove 

Gwyn Close 

Spring Vale Terrace 

Yew Tree Road 


Local Planning Applications 

London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 


PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
ACT 1990 

I give notice that applications 
have been made to the Council 
of the London Borough of 
Hammersmith & Fulham as 
follows: FOR DEVELOPMENT 
WHICH MAY AFFECT THE 
CHARACTER OR APPEARANCE 
OF A CONSERVATION AREA 
6 Adie Road London W6 OPW 
2017/00090/FUL 
Installation of new doors and 
windows to replace the existing 
sliding doors at second floor level to 
the rear elevation. 

21 Rigault Road London 
SW6 4JJ 2017/00082/FUL 
Erection of a rear extension at 
second floor level over part of the 
existing back addition; installation 
of French doors and a Juliet 
balcony in the rear roofslope; 
installation of a rooflight above the 
main flat roof at roof level; 

Flat 42 Rosebank Holyport 
Road London SW6 6LQ 

2016/05062/FUL 
Replacement of the existing steel 
railings around the flat roof at roof 
level with new glazed screening. 

1 And 3 Durrell Road London 
SW6 5LQ 2016/05356/FUL 

Erection of single storey rear 
extensions, excavation of the front 
and rear gardens to form lightwells 
in connection with the enlargement 
of the existing basements to both 
properties at 1 and 3 Durrell Road. 

1 And 3 Durrell Road London 
SW6 5LQ 2016/05370/FUL 

Erection of front roof extensions, 
erection of rear extensions at 
second floor level over part of the 
existing back additions and raising 
of the party walls at roof levels to 
both properties at 1 and 3 Durrell 
Road; installation of French doors 
and a Juliet balcony in the rear 
roofslope to no. 1 Durrell Road and 
installation of a door and Juliet 
balcony in the rear roofslope to no. 

3 Durrell Road. 

Mitford Building 10 Dawes 
Road London SW6 7EW 

2016/04800/FUL 

Continued use of ground floor and 
basement as a Mini-Cab control 
office (Class Sui Generis). 

Flat 3 2A Hazlebury Road 
London SW6 2NB 

2017/00028/FUL 

Replace existing window to rear 
elevation at first floor level with 
French doors and erection of 
obscured glass screens around the 
flat roof to rear elevation at first 
floor level for its use as a terrace. 

158 St Olaf’s Road London 
SW6 7DP 2016/05230/VAR 
Removal of conditions 
15 and 16 of planning permission 
ref: 2014/03174/FUL granted 19th 
September 2014 to allow the 
occupiers of the new residential unit 
to apply for street parking permits. 

1 Meldon Close London 
SW6 2AQ 2017/00129/FUL 

Replacement of existing garage 
door with new double-glazed 
French doors and windows with 
matching brick infill, in connection 
with the conversion of the integral 
garage into a habitable room. 

624 King’s Road London 
SW6 2DU 2016/05456/FUL 

Erection of an additional floor at 
roof level; erection of rear 
extensions at ground and first floor 
level; formation of a roof terrace at 
second floor level. 

Land To The South Of Wilson’s 
Road London 

2017/00076/FUL 

Continued use of 4no. two storey 
porta cabins, associated external 
staircases and hoarding around the 
perimeter of the porta cabin, 
including access gates (in 
connection with adjacent LAM DA 
site) for a temporary period of three 
months. 


146A North End Road 
London W14 9PP 

2017/00038/FUL 

Use of premises as a 24 hour radio- 
controlled booking office in 
connection with a mini-cab 
business (Class Sui Generis). 

183 North End Road London 
W14 9NL 2017/00052/ADV 

Display of an internally illuminated 
digital led screen measuring 3m 
(height) x 6m (width) x 0.45m 
(depth) to north western elevation of 
the building. 

First Floor Salisbury Villas 
Carthew Road London 
W6 0DU 2016/05410/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof extension 
including the formation of a hip to 
gable roof extension; installation of 
2no rooflights in the front roofslope 
and 2no rooflights above the main 
flat roof at roof level. 

Flat First Floor 
15 Cathnor Road London 
W12 9JD 2017/00077/FUL 

Replacement of all existing timber 
windows to front and side elevation 
with uPVC windows; replacement of 
two timber windows to rear 
elevation at first floor level with one 
French doors and one larger uPVC 
window. 

Latymer Upper School 
237 King Street London 
W6 9LR 2016/05076/FUL 

Erection of an additional floor on 
top of the art studio at roof level. 

Land Adjacent To 
1 Sedlescombe Road London 
2016/04696/FUL 

Demolition of existing single storey 
storage building; erection of a part 
one, part two, part three storey 
plus-basement single family 
dwellinghouse. 

Land To Rear Of 84 Stamford 
Brook Road London W6 OXN 
2016/05409/FUL 

Erection of a single four-bedroom 
family dwelling to the rear of 84 
Stamford Brook Road with car 
parking and private access gate 
including associated landscaping 
and boundary treatment. 
Refurbishment of the existing 
building at 84 Stamford Brook 
including washing the brick skin 
down, new disabled access to the 
front and rear of the existing 
building, new pedestrian and 
vehicular access gates, refurbished 
entrance and porch including new 
metal awning to existing building, 
new external lighting, new external 
security cameras in several 
locations (Revised description). 

378 Uxbridge Road London 
W12 7LL 2017/00104/FUL 
Retention of an ATM machine to the 
front elevation. 

378 Uxbridge Road London 
W12 7LL 2017/00105/AD V 

Retention of internally illuminated 
ATM surround to the front elevation. 
Flat 5 E 156 - 158 
Wandsworth Bridge Road 
London SW6 2UH 

2017/00116/FUL 
Erection of a rear roof extension 
involving an increase in the ridge 
height; erection of a rear extension 
at second floor level over part of the 
existing back addition; formation of 
a roof terrace at third floor level to 
the rear elevation; installation of 3no 
rooflights in the front roofslope, 4no 
rooflights above the main flat roof at 
roof level and 1 no rooflight above 
the front dormer window; 
installation of a new window to the 
rear elevation and to the side of rear 
back addition at second floor level. 
Flat First Second And Third 
Floors 30 Aynhoe Road 
London W14 OQD 

2017/00091/FUL 
Alteration to the main roof to 
accommodate a sunken terrace and 
installation of two sliding rooflights 
for access. 


h&f^' 

putting residents first 


Unit 17 Kings Mall King Street 
London W6 OPZ 

2017/00094/FUL 

Change of use of the existing unit 
from retail (Class A1) on the ground 
floor and ancillary basement space 
to (Class D2) gymnasium. 

FOR CONSERVATION AREA 
CONSENT (DEMOLITION 
WORK) 

FOR LISTED BUILDING 
CONSENT 

FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH 
MAY AFFECT THE SETTING 
OR CONTEXT OF A LISTED 
BUILDING 
Mitford Building 
Dawes Road London 
SW6 7EW 2016/04800/FUL 
Continued use of ground floor and 
basement as a Mini-Cab control 
office (Class Sui Generis). 

Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 14th 
February 2017. See below for ways 
of commenting on applications. 

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
ORDER 2013 
NOTICES UNDER 
REGULATION 13 
7-9 Wyfold Road London 
SW6 6SE 2017/00035/VAR 
I give notice that 

Mr Andrew Thompson is applying 
to HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
COUNCIL for planning permission 
to carry out the following 
development: Variation of 
conditions 27 and 28 of planning 
permission ref: 2013/01118/FUL 
granted 29th January 2014 to allow 
the list of sustainability measures 
that outlines all of the sustainability 
measures that have been 
implemented in the completed 
building design and construction as 
set out in condition 28 within 6 
months of the building being 
occupied. 

Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 

14th February 2017. 

See below for ways of commenting 
on applications. 

Signed: NIGEL PALLACE 
Executive Director for Transport 
and Technical Services 
on behalf of HAMMERSMITH & 
FULHAM COUNCIL 
You can view applications, make 
comments and monitor their 
progress on our website: 
www.lbhf.aov.uk/planning . 

Click on the ‘Planning Online’ logo 
on the Planning Home Page. 

You can also E-mail comments to: 
plancomments@lbhf.aov.uk 

You can also inspect details of 
applications using computers at our 
office RECEPTION FIRST 
FLOOR HAMMERSMITH TOWN 
HALL EXTENSION KING 
STREET W6 between 9.00am 
and 5.00pm, Monday to Friday, 
excluding public holidays. 

If you want to make comments on 
applications please E-mail them 
through our website or post them to 
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
SERVICE ENVIRONMENT 
SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
TOWN HALL KING STREET 
W6 9JU by the date shown above. 
Please include the application 
reference number and the name of 
the planning officer. We will try to 
consider any representations 
received after the date indicated but 
this cannot be guaranteed so 
please reply promptly. For initial 
enquiries call our information and 
reception service on 020 8753 
1081 or 020 8753 1082. 




lbhf.gov.uk/ 

nning 

Online 


Send us your comments about 
planning applications via our 
website: www.lbhf.gov.uk/planning 


Hammersmith & Fulham Council 
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TUESDAY JANUARY 24 2017 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
DESIGNATION OF AN AREA FOR ADDITIONAL LICENSING OF HOUSES IN 
MULTIPLE OCCUPATION (HMOs) 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN in accordance with Section 59 Housing Act 2004 (Notification Requirements Relating to 
Designation) that the London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham acting as local housing authority in exercise of its powers 
under Section 56 of the Housing Act 2004 (“the Act”) has designated for additional licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation 
(“HMOs”) the area described in paragraph 4. 

CITATION. COMMENCEMENT AND DURATION 

1. This designation may be cited as the London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham Designation for an Area for Additional 
Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation 2016. 

2. This designation is made on 13 December 2016 and shall come into force on 5 June 2017. 

3. This designation shall cease to have effect on 4 June 2022 or earlier if the Council revokes the scheme under section 60 
of the Act. 

AREA TO WHICH THE DESIGNATION APPLIES 

4. The designation shall apply to the whole area of the district of the London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 
APPLICATION OF THE DESIGNATION 

5. This designation applies to all HMOs as defined by section 254 of the Housing Act 2004 that are occupied by 3 or more 
persons comprising 2 or more households, within the area described in paragraph 4 unless - 

a) the building is of a description specified in Annex A (Buildings that are not HMOs for the purpose of the Act- other 
than Part 1); 

b) the HMO is subject to an Interim or Final Management Order under Part 4 of the Act; 
ci the HMO is subject to a temporary exemption under section 62 of the Act; or 

d) the HMO is required to be licensed under section 55 (2) (a) of the Act (mandatory licensing). 

EFFECT OF THE DESIGNATION 

6. Subject to sub paragraphs 5(a) to (d) above, eveiy HMO of the description specified in that paragraph in the area 
specified in paragraph 4 shall be required to be licensed under section 61 of the Act. 

The designation was given general approval by the Executive Member for Housing under a delegated authority from the 
Executive of the London Borough of Flammersmith & Fulham Council. The designation falls within a description of 
designations in relation to which the Secretary of State has given a general approval under section 58 of the Housing Act 
2004, namely The Housing Act 2004: Licensing of Houses in Multiple Occupation and Selective Licensing of Other 
Residential Accommodation (England) General Approval 2015 which came into force on the 1st April 201o. 

A person having control of or managing a prescribed HMO must apply to the London Borough of Hammersmith & 

Fulham for a licence. 

INSPECTION OF DOCUMENTS/APPLICATION FOR LICENCE 

7. Any landlord, managing agent or other person managing a HMO or any tenant within the Borough may inspect the 
designation, apply for a licence or seek further information or advice as to whether their property is affected by the 
designation from: 

Private Housing, Environmental Health, London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham, Town Hall, King Street 

Hammersmith, London W6 9JU 

Email: phs@lbhf.gov.uk Tel: 020 8753 1221 

ENFORCEMENT 

8. Upon the Designation coming into force on 5 June 2017 any person who fails to apply for a licence in the designated 
area shall be guilty of an offence under Section 72(1) of the Act, and shall be liable to prosecution and liable to 

an unlimited fine. In addition, they may be required to repay up to 12 months’ rent if tne tenant or the Council, in the case 
of housing benefit payments, apply to the Residential Property Tribunal under the provisions of section 73 and section 74 
of the Housing Act 2004 for a rent repayment order. 

Annex A: Buildings that are not HMOs for the purpose of the Act- other than Part 1 4 
Buildings controlled or managed by public sector bodies etc 5 
1 . A building where the person managing or having control of it is 6 

(a) a local housing authority 

(aa) a non-profit registered provider of social housing 

(b) a police and crime commissioner under section 1 of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 or the 
Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime under section 3 of the same Act. 

1 c) a fire and rescue authority under the Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004 

d) a health service body within the meaning of section 9 of the National Health Service Act 2006 

e) a body which is registered as a social landlord under Part 1 of the Housing Act 1996. 

f) a profit-making registered provider of social housing where it is social housing within the meaning of Part 2 of the 
Housing and Regeneration Act 2008 i 

Buildings controlled or managed by a co-operative society 8 

2. A building where - 

(a) the person managing or having control of it is a co-operative society whose rules are such as to secure that each of 
the conditions set out below is met, and 

(b) no person who occupies premises in the building does so by virtue of an assured tenancy, a secure tenancy or a 
protected tenancy 9 
The conditions are— 

(a) that membership of the society is restricted to persons who are occupiers or prospective occupiers of buildings 
managed or controlled by the society, 

(b) that all management decisions of the society are made by the members (or a specified quorum of members) at a 
general meeting which all members are entitled to, and invited to, attend, 

(c) that each member has equal voting rights at such a meeting, and 

(d) that, if a person occupies premises in the building and is not a member, that person is an occupier of the premises 
only as a result of sharing occupation of them with a member at the member's invitation. 

For these purposes “co-operative society” means a body that- 

(a) is registered as a co-operative society under the 2014 Act or is a pre-commencement society (within the meaning 
of that Act) that meets the condition in section 2(2)(a)(i) of that Act, and is neither- 

(i) a non-profit registered provider of social housing, nor 

(ii) registered as a social landlord under Part 1 of the Housing Act 1996. 

4 Schedule 14 of the Act and SI 2006/373 
5 Paragraph 2 of schedule 14. 

6 For tne definition of “person managing” and “person having control” see section 263 of the Act. 

7 Paragraph 2A of Schedule 14. 

8 Paragraph 2B of Schedule 14. 

9 “assured tenancy’ has the same meaning as in Part 1 of the Housing Act 1988; “protected tenancy” has the same 
meaning as in the Rent Act 1977; “secure tenancy” has the same meaning as in Part 4 of the Housing Act 1985. 

10 the 2014 Act” means the Co-operative and Community Benefit Societies Act 2014. 

Buildings regulated by other enactments n 

3. A tenancy, licence or occupation of a house which is regulated under the following enactments: 

1 ) sections 87 to 87D of the Children Act 1989 
1 section 43 (4) of the Prison Act 1952 

j section 34 of the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002 
) The Secure Training Centre Rules 1998 12 
) The Prison Rules 1999 13 
The Young Offender Institute Rules 2000 n 
) The Detention Centre Rules 200115 15 

) The Criminal Justice and Court Service Act 2000 (Approved Premises) Regulations 2001 is 
The Care Homes Regulations 2001 17 
The Children's Homes (England) Regulations 2015 is 
) The Residential Family Centres Regulations 2002 19 

Certain student lettings etc 20 

4. A building — 

(i) which is managed or controlled by a specified educational establishment or is of a specified description of such 
establishments and 

(ii) the occupiers of the house or dwelling are undertaking a full time course of further or higher education at the 
specified establishment 21 and 

(iii) tne house or dwelling is being managed in conformity with an Approved Code of Practice for the management of 
excepted accommodation under section 233 of the Act. 22 

Religious communities 23 

5. A building which is occupied principally for the purpose of a religious community whose principal occupation is prayer, 
contemplation, education or tne relief of suffering except if the building is a converted block of flats to which section 257 
of the Act applies. 

Buildings occupied by owners 24 

6. A building which is only occupied by — 

(i) one or more persons who hold the freehold or a leasehold interest granted for a term of more than 21 years of the 
whole, or any part of, the building 

(ii) and/or any member of the household 25 of that person or persons but this exemption does not apply to a converted 
block of flats to which section 257 of the Act applies, except for ascertaining the status of any flat within the block. 

Buildings occupied by resident landlord etc 26 

7. A building which is occupied by a person or persons to whom paragraph 6 applies (subject to the proviso therein) and no 
more than two 27 other persons, not forming part of the owner's household. 

Buildings occupied by two persons 28 

8. Any building which is only occupied by two persons (forming two households) 

Meaning of "building" 

9. In this annex a "building" includes a part of the building 29 
11 Paragraph 3 of Schedule 14. 

12 S11998/472 as amended by 2003/3005 

13 S11999/728 as amended by SI 2000/1794,SI 2000/2641, SI 2001/1149, SI 2002/2116, SI 2002/3135, SI 2003/3301 and 
2005/869 

14 SI2000/3371 as amended by SI 2002/2117, SI 2002/3135 and 2005/897 

15 SI 2001/238 NB Section 66(4) of the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002 provides that the reference to a 
detention centre is to be construed as a reference to a removal centre as defined in Part Vill of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999. 

16 SI2001/850 

17 2001/3965 as amended by SI 2002/865, SI 2003/534, SI 2003/1590, SI 2003/1703, SI 2003/1845, S2004/664, SI 
2004/696, 2004/1770, 2004/2071 and 2004/3168 
18 SI 2015/541 

19 sa 2002/3213 as amended by SI 2004/664, 2004/865 and 2004/3168 
20 Paragraph 4 of Schedule 14 

21 Houses in Multiple Occupation (Specified Educational Establishments) (England) Regulations 2013/1601 
22 Housing (Codes of Management Practice) (Student Accommodation) (England) Order 2010/2615 
23 Paragraph 5 of Schedule 14 
24 Paragraph 6 of Schedule 14 

25 For tne definition of “household” see section 258 (2) and paragraphs 3 and 4 of SI 373/2006 
Paragraph 6 of Schedule 14 


Public Notices 


LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(ONGAR ROAD) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hereby gives notice that in 
order to facilitate Thames Water works to be carried out in the above named road; it intends 
to make an Order the effect of which would prohibit southbound vehicular traffic in a section 
of the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are displayed, no person 
shall cause any vehicle to proceed in a southbound direction, stop, wait, load or unload in a 
section of Ongar Road between its junctions with Hildyard Road and Halford Road. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be in place via Sedlescomber Road, 

Tamworth Street and Halford Road. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable access to premises, so far 
as it is practical without interference with the execution of the said work and for works 
vehicles, any vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes and 
anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on the 7th March 2017 and would be valid for a 
maximum period of 18 months or until works are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Tuesday 7th March 2017 and last for 4 days. The 
dates specified are for guidance and informative purposes only and works may extend 
outside these dates. 

Dated this 20th day of January 2017 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 


/ JAMES ALPHONSUS^ 
ROCK 

OTHERWISE JAMES ROCKS, 
LATE OF KENSINGTON, DIED 
THERE ON 9 OCTOBER 2014 

The kin of the above named 
are requested to apply to the 
Government Legal Department 
(BV), One Kemble Street, 
London WC2B 4TS or at 
www.gov.uk/bonavacantia, 
failing which the Treasury 
Solicitor may take steps to 
administer the estate. 


Government 
Legal Department 


Homes 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
(Licensing Act 2003) 

Take notice that Nisa Local London Ltd 
has applied to Kensington & Chelsea 
Council under the Licensing Act 2003 
for a premises licence in respect of the 
premises Nisa, 151 Ladbroke Grove, 
London, W10 6HJ. A brief description of 
the proposed licence is as follows: The 
supply of alcohol for off the premises 
0800 to 2300 hours and opening hours 
0000 to 2359 Monday to Sunday. Full 
details of the council website are 
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/licensing- 
information/licensing-registers 
The full application can be inspected at 
the Licensing Authority at the below 
address in normal office hours. Other 
persons or responsible authorities can 
make written representations to the 
Licensing Service, Licensing Team, 
Council Offices, 37 Pembroke Road, 
London, W8 6PW by the 10th February 
2017. It is an offence liable on conviction 
to a fine up to level 5 on the standard 
scale under Section 158 of the 
Licensing Act 2003 to knowingly or 
recklessly make a false statement in 
connection with this application. 


Homes 


Landlords - Tenants 
Wanted 


CALLING ALL 
LANDLORDS 


/ FED UP WITH THE HASSLES 
OF BEING A LANDLORD 
/ TIRED OF TENANTS/BAD 
TENANTS 

We will find a solution to your problems 
NO FEES! NO AGENTS! NO WORRIES! 


Call: Helen 0345 056 8721 


Property to Share 


HOUSE SHARE WITH OWNER, FULLY FURNISHED DOUBLE 
BEDROOM. BATHROOM WITH SEPARATE BATH & 
SHOWER, KITCHEN/DINER. SITTING ROOM, CABLE TV, 
WIFI & URGE GARDEN. WALKING DISTANCES TO KING 
COLLEGE HOSPITAL INBETWEEN EAST DULWICH & 
PECKHAM RYE STATIONS, ALL BILLS INC £700PCM. 
CALL ROSETTA ON 07860 381 006 


ABBEYWOOD 
ROOMS TO LET 

From £80 per week 

Inclusive of bills. 
Near shops & 
amenities. 

Call 

07880 880 874 



Property to Let 


ALL FLATS SW16 
STREATHAM COMMON NEAR BR 

Ground floor double bedroom flat, refurbished/ 
highly decorated, separate living/dining room, 
separate large kitchen, shower/bath/wc, c/h, 
d/g, quarterly gas/electric meters. 

£1100 pcm 

Self-contained single bedroom studio flat. 
Living/kitchen/dining, shower/wc, d/g, c/h. 
Suits single persons only. Available now. 

ONLY £900 pcm 
CALL 020 3489 4811 


Large furnished 
bedsit in Streatham 
to rent 

Own Kitchen and Toilet, 
shared bathroom 

£400pcm 
No DSS 

Call Daphne on 

0208 769 55 89 


1 BED FLAT SE15 

FULLY FURNISHED, 
C/H, TRANSPORT & 
FACILITIES 
DSS CONSIDERED 
£199 PW - CALL 
07958 183 168 
0207 635 9020 


Property Wanted 

CASH BUYER! 


ANYTHING CONSIDERED 


I WILL BUY 
PERSONALLY 
AND I CAN 
BUY TODAY! 


LAND • HOUSES • FLATS 
Call Bob 07967 460001 


IS YOUR PROPERTY NOT 
SELLING FAST! 


✓ NEED TO MOVE AWAY QUICKLY 
/ NEEDS REPAIRS? 

/ DEBT RIDDEN HOUSE 
/ SEPARATED OR DIVORCED 

✓ DECEASED ESTATE 

WE BUY HOUSES IN ANY SITUATION 
NO FEES; NO AGENTS: NO WORRIES 


Call: Helen 0345 056 8721 


YOUR LOCAL 
NEWSPAPER 

BEST FOR NEWS, SPORT, 
JOBS, CARS & HOMES 
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Alex the great 

makes Fulham 
pay penalty 



WIN a place on 
Blues legends tour 
thanks to LWN 



QUEENS Park Rangers goal¬ 
keeper Alex Smithies is laying 
claim to the title of penalty¬ 
saving king after his latest 
heroics earned his side a 1-1 
draw in Saturday’s feisty West 
London derby with Fulham. 

When Smithies dived low to 
his right to push Chris Mar¬ 
tin’s spot-kick around the post 
at The Loft end, it was his 
sixth save from 10 penalties 
faced in QPR colours. 

And it’s the third time this 
season that Fulham have 
failed to convert from 12 yards 
against their local rivals. 
Back in October, Smithies de¬ 
nied Tom Cairney - and then 
Sone Aluko wasted his golden 
chance to make it 2-2 when he 
fired against a post in the fifth 
minute of time added on in 
SW6. 

QPR manager Ian Holloway 
said: “Alex made a great save 
for us. He’s a top goalkeeper 
and his record at saving 
penalties is fantastic.” 

Television replays indi¬ 
cated that justice was eventu¬ 
ally seen to be done. 

Referee’s assistant Mark 
Pottage couldn’t even blame 
the bright Shepherd’s Bush 
sunshine for his decision to 
raise his flag in front of the 
shaded stand to alert referee 
Keith Stroud to what he saw - 
or what he thought he saw. 

Aluko was running at pace 
just inside the penalty area, 
hotly pursued by Jake Bid- 
well, when he hit the deck in 
the sixth minute. Did the full¬ 
back unintentionally clip the 
winger’s heels? If so, there 


was only the slightest contact. 
Holloway, never one to sit on 
the fence in these situations, 
was in no doubt: “It was never 
a penalty. How can the referee 
give them a penalty like that? 

“I’ve never seen anything 
quite as embarrassing in my 
life, to be honest. Am I allowed 
to say that? Yeah, because I 


can. I thought it was soft to 
say the least and maybe some 
of our lads are too honest. 
That’s never a penalty in my 
book. 

“We’re all standing here on 
the side being judged and 
hopefully Mr Stroud will be 
too, because that was an awful 
performance from a referee." 

After Smithies’ latest 
penalty save, Irish youngster 
Ryan Manning celebrated 
signing a new contract by net¬ 
ting his first goal as a pro on 
his fourth appearance when 
he latched on to Kevin Mc¬ 
Donald’s error to put Rangers 
ahead on 25 minutes. 

QPR got in the faces of their 
more cultured opponents and 
deserve credit for relentless 
endeavour, denying them 
time and space to inflict much 
damage - until Martin re¬ 
deemed himself with the 75th- 
minute equaliser. 

His deft touch, while left un¬ 


marked inside the six-yard 
box, denied QPR a fourth con¬ 
secutive league victory - a 
winning sequence they last 
achieved three years ago - 
and a first double over Ful¬ 
ham since the 1979-80 season. 

It was, though, a game nei¬ 
ther side deserved to lose and 
a fair result. “It was a proper 
derby, wasn’t it? The fighting 
spirit from both sides was 
great to see,” said Holloway. 

“It was a really tough game. 
Fulham are a really good side. 
It was difficult for us because 
we had to do things a bit dif¬ 
ferently to what we normally 
do. Our shape was good but 
we didn't quite get tight 
enough to them and that’s 
credit to Fulham. 

“But we more than matched 
a good side who have been to¬ 
gether a long time. Our spirit 
was fantastic. That’s a big 
point for us today. Onwards 
and upwards for us now. 

“I’m disappointed we didn’t 
win the game. We needed a 
second goal really but it 
wasn’t to be. 

“It’s nice to get a draw 
rather than get beaten but I 
wanted all three points. 

“We’re still a new group 
with a new manager. We’re 
learning as we go but I can’t 
fault the boys. I’m very, very 
proud of our lads. They gave it 
everything and we’ve kept our 
old run going. 

“Something is growing 
here. There’s a real unity in 
this group. The fans were 
magnificent. I hope they like 
what they’re seeing from us. I 
really think they are. 

“That’s four games unde¬ 
feated, with three wins, and 
we are moving forward. We’ve 
got to keep this going now.” 

Rangers, now 17th in the 
Championship, hope to get 
back on the winning trail 
when they entertain third-bot¬ 
tom Burton Albion in W12 on 
Saturday. The Brewers have 
not scored in their last three 
matches and have lost seven 
of their last eight. Their only 
victory in 14 away league 
matches came last month at 
Rotherham United. 

Tony McDonald 


Bamford joins Boro 

PATRICK Bamford has left Chelsea and moved to Middles¬ 
brough in a £6 million move, while Nathan Ake has been re¬ 
called from his loan spell at AFC Bournemouth. 

Other Chelsea players out on loan are Fankaty Da bo, Char¬ 
lie Colkett and Islam Feruz, who will all be making Swindon 
Town their home for the rest of the season. 

Colombian striker Joao Rodriguez is now on loan at Cortu- 
lua, and goalkeeper Nathan Blake has joined Solihull Moors. 

Lucas Piazon and Alex Kiwomya have extended their loan 
spells at Fulham and Crewe Alexandra respectively, while 
Dion Conroy stays at Aldershot Town until the end of the sea¬ 
son. 



Your chance to meet Gary Chivers, left, and Colin Pates 


YOU can join two talented Chelsea legends, Colin Pates 
and Gary Chivers, in an unforgettable tour of Stamford 
Bridge for free if you are the winner in our great com¬ 
petition. 

London Weekly News Sport has joined forces with our 
friends at Chelsea FC to offer one lucky winner two 
tickets to this fantastic opportunity to have a look 
around the inner sanctum that is Stamford Bridge on 
Sunday February 12 at 2.30pm. 

During the Legends Tour you will have the chance to 
spend time with Pates, who went on to become a 
teacher, and Chivers, who tried his hand as a black cab 
driver, and hear their experiences first hand, as they 
take you around the dressing rooms, Press room, tun¬ 
nel area, the dugout and much more. 

The tour includes: 

• Behind-the-scenes tour, including access to the dress¬ 
ing rooms and players’ tunnel; 

• Personal anecdotes from both players; 

• Signed personalised photo of the legends; 

• Q&A session; 

• Access to the Chelsea FC Museum (chelseafc. 
com/the-club / stadium-tour s-museum .html); 

• Museum guidebook and audio guide. 

All you have to do to be in with a chance of winning 
this great competition is to answer correctly the follow¬ 
ing question: 

Which player went on to become a teacher and which 
a London taxi driver? 

Send your answer, by email only, to 
paul.lagan@slp.co.uk. 

The deadline for entry is noon on Friday February 3. 
You have to make your own way to and from Stam¬ 
ford Bridge, as this is a ticket-only competition, but it 
will be well worth it. 

If you don’t win but still want to go, of course you 
can. Just buy a ticket. Prices are £70 for adults. Spaces 
are limited, so book online now by phoning 0371 8111955 
or email tours@chelseafc.com. 
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Diego Costa 
suspended 
thoughts of a 
lucrative move 
to China by 
leading Blues to 
victory against 
Hull on Sunday. 
Team-mate 
Cesar 
Azpilicueta was 
the first to join in 
the celebrations 
that followed 
Costa's goal 



Moment of impact as Blues' Gary Cahill and Hull's Ryan Mason clash 
heads in the 13th minute at Stamford Bridge on Sunday. Play was 
held up for nine minutes while both players received treatment. 
Cahill recovered to score Chelsea's second goal but Mason was taken 
to St Mary's Hospital, where the 25-year-old midfielder underwent 
surgery for a fractured skull Pictures: Rob Newell 


‘Perfect’ Pedro hits top form 

And striker Costa happy to show staying power for Blues 


This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 


By Paul Lagan 

PEDRO believes that Chelsea have had 
the perfect weekend and that the next 
two Premier League games, against Liv¬ 
erpool and Arsenal, could determine the 
destination of the title. 

The 29-year-old Spanish midfielder, a 
£21 million purchase from Barcelona in 
2015, is having the best season of his 
Chelsea career as Blues edge towards 
the title - they are eight points clear of 
second-placed Arsenal. 

He said after the regulation 2-0 win 
over Hull City at Stamford Bridge on 
Sunday: “It is good and this win was im¬ 
portant to us to maintain our confi¬ 
dence. The most important thing is the 
three points. 

“It’s been a great weekend for us, lots 
of rivals have dropped points. There is 
a higher distance between us and some 
of our rivals now but we must take it 
game by game. We must prepare 
through the week to play against Liver¬ 
pool and Arsenal. These two games will 
be very difficult for us.” 

One man proving himself invaluable 
to Chelsea is Diego Costa, who netted 
the opener against Hull in time added 
on at the end of the first half. 

Rumours of unrest and a lucrative 
move to China have been put to one side 
while the title race is on, and Pedro is 
hoping that situation continues. 

“Yeah, he is a great striker,” said 
Pedro. “He put in a good performance, 
he is scoring more goals and helping the 
team. He is in a good moment for us, the 
club, the supporters, everybody, and we 
hope it continues in this way. 

“I have played with important play¬ 


ers, like (Zlatan) Ibrahimovic. Costa is 
a very good striker too, a very good run¬ 
ner, physically strong, and scores more 
goals. He is perfect for this team.” 

Pedro played down the recent contro¬ 
versy surrounding Costa and Antonio 
Conte and the training-ground bust-up. 
He’s having none of it. 

“No, with the team, he has been train¬ 
ing very well, with his team-mates,” he 
said. “He is very happy to be here in the 
club, this is the most important thing.” 

Pedro was one of the players who 
urged Costa to focus on Chelsea for the 
rest of this season. 

“Yeah, his focus is now the team, to 
fight for this title. It’s good that he is 
showing ambition for the team.” 

The livewire midfielder has been piv¬ 
otal to Chelsea’s success this season and 
is happy with his performances. 

“This is probably my best season for 
Chelsea,” he said, “but everyone is 
putting in good performances for the 
team. We are more compact, very good 
mentally, in good physical condition 
and we are training very hard.” 

But he acknowledges that securing 
the Premier League is not as easy as 
winning Spain’s Primera Division, 
which invariably features a two-way 
battle between Barca and Real Madrid. 

“This title is very difficult to win,” he 
said. “The Premier League is probably 
the best, strongest, most competitive in 
the world, and for me it would be a 
dream to win this title. 

“Our win against Hull sends a very 
important message to our rivals. But for 
us the most important thing is it contin¬ 
ues in this way, game by game.” 

While not exactly dismissing Satur¬ 
day’s FA Cup fourth-round tie against 
West London neighbours Brentford, 
Pedro is more focused on the match at 
Liverpool the following Tuesday. 

“All the games are important,” he 
said. “The FA Cup is important but 
these two games, against Liverpool and 


Arsenal in the league, are very impor¬ 
tant to us.” 

Meanwhile, Conte was happy with 
the result against Hull - despite the low- 
key performance. 

“Yes, for sure, this wasn’t our best 
game,” he said. “But I think it’s normal. 
It can be normal because we are in the 
second part of the season and the points 
now are heavy for us but also for the 
other teams. The points were very 
heavy for Hull City, because they are in 
the relegation zone. 

“We faced a team in good form and 
with good organisation. They changed 
the system to play against us but I’m 
pleased because, after this weekend, you 
can see that when I talk and say games 
like this are very difficult, and there 
aren’t easy games, it’s the reality. This 
weekend told this. A lot of opponents 
dropped points this weekend. 

“It’s not easy to play the last game of 
the weekend and to know the results of 
the other teams. If the opponents win or 
lose, you always have pressure. Against 
Hull, we had the pressure to win and ex¬ 
ploit this weekend, and it’s not easy.” 

With an eight-point lead over the 
chasing pack, it looks like Chelsea’s title 
to lose. But Conte is as pragmatic as 
ever. 

“In my experience, in my career as a 
footballer, I win a title by seven points 
four games from the end. I win - and I 
lost - before four games from the end. 
Now we have an eight-point lead with 16 
games to play. Me and my players need 
to know this league will be very tough 
until the end. 

“But to win this type of game and ex¬ 
ploit the situation (Tottenham, Liver¬ 
pool and the two Manchester clubs all 
dropped points) was very important, I’m 
sure about this. To stay now in that po¬ 
sition is fantastic for us because, at the 
start of the season, no-one backed us.” 

On Costa, Conte said: “Diego has two 
years before his contract expires with 


Chelsea. I think his contract puts to an 
end all the speculation. I repeat, he’s 
very happy to stay with us and to play 
with Chelsea. 

“For us, now, it’s very important to 
concentrate on the present and not try 
to see too far into the future.” 

Asked if Chelsea’s attacking talisman 
would be offered a new contract, the 
coach said: “I don’t know, this decision 
is something you have to take together 
with the club. But, I repeat, I don’t see 
any problem with Diego and his con¬ 
tract.” 

• CHELSEA’S defence of the FA Youth 
Cup continues to run smoothly. Having 
dispatched Birmingham City 5-0 last 
Wednesday, the under-18s were due to 
host Sheffield Wednesday in the fifth 
round at Aldershot last night. 

At Birmingham, a hat-trick by Mason 
Mount and strikes from Cole Dasilva 
and Reece James were more than 
enough to secure Chelsea’s second con¬ 
secutive 5-0 victory in the competition, 
having previously swept aside Cardiff 
City by the same margin, although 
coach Jody Morris felt that they should 
have scored more. 

“I’m pleased,” said Morris. “There 
were some really good individual per¬ 
formances throughout the team and, 
collectively, we dominated the game 
from start to finish. It was similar to our 
league game last weekend (a 0-0 home 
draw against Aston Villa), only this 
time we ended up taking some of our 
chances. 

“That was probably the only side of 
this game I was a little disappointed 
with. We could have got double figures 
if we had taken our chances properly, al¬ 
though you can’t really moan too much 
after a 5-0 win.” 

Chelsea’s under-23 development 
squad romped to an impressive 4-0 vic¬ 
tory at Leicester City. Mukhtar Ali net¬ 
ted a brace, with Dominic Solanke and 
an own goal making up the score. 



Gaffer draws 
no comfort 


Focus on Craven Cottage 


FULHAM hope to close the gap 
on teams above them in the 
race for promotion with victory 
in their rearranged 
Championship game at 
Reading tonight (8pm). 

The original fixture, 
scheduled for the Madejski 
Stadium on December 30, was 
abandoned at half-time due to 
fog, with the match 
deadlocked at 0-0. 

Since then, Fulham have 
made their play-off ambitions 
crystal clear. If they win their 
game in hand, they will jump 
from ninth to seventh place 
and find themselves only two 
points adrift of the top six. 

It is a measure of his team's 
progress this season that a late 
equaliser in Saturday's West 
London derby at in-form 
Queens Park Rangers failed to 
please Whites' head coach 
Slavisa Jokanovic. 

Chris Martin made up for his 
earlier penalty miss with a 
75th-minute leveller which 
cancelled out the strike by 
Ryan Manning that punished a 
costly, sloppy error by 
midfielder Kevin McDonald. 

Asked if coming from 
behind meant he was happy 
with a draw, Jokanovic said: 
"No, we came here with the 
intention to win the game. 

"At the beginning of the 
game we made a few 
important mistakes. We missed 
a penalty. We tried to find our 
style and we moved the ball 
but we made a mistake when 
they scored the first goal." 

Jokanovic pointed out that 
the Loftus Road pitch was not 
conducive to his team's natural 
passing game. He said: "These 
conditions, with this kind of 
field, it's not easy for us to 
move the ball from one side to 
the other. The pitch was better 
for them than it was for our 
style, which is completely 
legal, but we weren't 
comfortable enough with the 
ball. 

"The ball was bouncing all 
the time. If you watched the 
game, it's very clear. QPR found 
more benefits playing on this 
kind of pitch than we did." 

Jokanovic says he will 
continue to back Martin as 
Whites' penalty-taker despite 
seeing QPR goalkeeper Alex 
Smithies deny his main striker 
from 12 yards with an excellent 
save in the sixth minute. In 
truth, the visitors were 
fortunate to be awarded the 
chance, after Sone Aluko 
tumbled despite minimal 
contact with Jake Bidwell. 

"We've had eight penalties 
and scored only two goals," he 
bemoaned, "but in the future 
Chris Martin is going to be the 
man who will continue to be 
responsible for this kind of 
situation. 

"We keep going and 
practising in training. It's 
football and is part of the 
game, these things happen - 
many times in our case. We are 
going to improve in the future. 

"Chris Martin's a killer, a 
player who can do it well. He 
still scored a goal. He's a strong 
man and I am sure he is a guy 
with enough personality to 
take the next one and score." 

Martin scored from the spot 
to set up a 2-0 victory over 
Barnsley in the last game at 
Craven Cottage. His deft close- 
range flick to equalise against 
QPR was his ninth goal in his 
last 13 league appearances. 

On Sunday (12.30pm), 

Whites take a break from the 
league to host Hull City in the 
FA Cup fourth round. 

Tony McDonald 
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